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By C. PIOVANO, L. COOK
Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — The frade
wars threatening to push
the global economy into
recession are entering a
new phase, with the United
States and European Union
escalating a dispute that
endangers the world's big-
gest frade relationship.
After the Trump administra-
fion slapped steep tariffs
on $7.5 billion in EU goods,
mainly traditional produce
like cheese and wine, the
Europeans made clear
they would retaliate in kind.
Some fear the tariffs could
ultimately lead to U.S. tax-
es on European cars, a big
economic blow that Trump
has been threatening fo
deliver for months.
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ACLU suit seeks damages for sepqrqted immigrant families

By ASTRID GALVAN
Associated Press

PHOENIX (AP) — The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union
fled a federal lawsuit Thurs-
day seeking potentially mil-
lions of dollars in damages
on behalf of thousands
of immigrant families who
were separated from their
children at the U.S.-Mexico
border.

The ACLU and other at-
forneys filed a lawsuit in
Tucson against past and
present Trump administra-
tion officials, alleging the
government violated im-
migrants’ rights and deeply
fraumatized an estimated

4,000 children who were
tfaken from ftheir parents
after crossing the border il-
legally. Most of the families
were from Central America
and many were asylum-
seekers.

Family separations began
on a large scale in early
2018 and were widely de-
cried as inhumane. Presi-
dent Donald Trump ended
the policy in June 2018 by
executive order, and a
federal judge in San Diego
ordered the reunification
of 2,700 children, although
advocates say many more
were separated.

The government carried
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In this Feb. 19, 2019 file photo, children line up to enter a tent at
the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children

in Homestead, Fla.
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sO unprecedented that if
ever there was a case war-
ranting damages, it's this
one,” ACLU atftorney Lee
Gelernt said. Gelernt said
families who were sepao-
rated deserve to be com-
pensated for the trauma
they suffered and that he
hoped the money, if grant-
ed, would be used to get
mental health assistance
and so that families could
“put their lives back to-
gether.”

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity said it doesn’t com-

out family separations with-
out a reunification plan in
place. Thousands of par-
ents weren't told where
their children would be
placed, and the federal
agency that housed the
kids after they were taken
didn't always know that
they had fraveled with
a parent. Chaos ensued
when parents desperate to
find their children couldn’t
frack them down. In some
cases, parents were de-
ported without their chil-

dren. In this latest suit, the
ACLU wants class action
status, meaning if it wins,
thousands of families who
are noft plaintiffs can also be
compensated.  Attorneys
didn’t list a dollar amount
requested, but have also
fled complaints with the
Department of Homeland
Security that seek $3 mil-
lion per family. Those com-
plaints could be eventually
tied info this lawsuit. “"We
think that the family sepa-
rations was so extreme and

ment on pending litigation.
Child welfare experts have
said  family  separation
leads to lifelong tfrauma, es-
pecially in young children.
In one case, a Guatema-
lan woman and her fwo
sons, then ages 7 and 8,
were separated after cross-
ing from Mexico into Arizo-
na in May 2018. The wom-
an, identified in the lawsuit
only as “Ana,” didn't know
where they were for three
weeks, despite pleas for
information.]

U.S. vaping ilinesses top 1,000;
death countis up to 18

By MIKE STOBBE

AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The number of vaping-
related illnesses has surpassed 1,000, and
there’s no sign the outbreak is fading, U.S.
health officials said Thursday.

Doctors say the illnesses, which first ap-
peared in March, resemble an inhalation
injury. Symptoms include severe, shortness
of breath, fatigue, and chest pain. Most
who got sick said they vaped products
containing THC, the marijuana ingredient
that causes a high, but some said they
vaped only nicotine.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention said 1,080 confirmed and proba-
ble cases have been reported in 48 states
and one U.S. territory as of Tuesday after-
noon. The count includes 18 deaths in 15
states. More than a third of patients are
under age 21, but the deaths have been
older adults who apparently had more
difficulty recovering. Recently, 275 cases
have been added to the tally each week,
and about half of the newest batch were
people hospitalized in the last two weeks.
“Unfortunately, the outbreak ... is confinu-
ing at a brisk pace” and there’s no sign of
it slowing, the CDC's Dr. Anne Schuchat
said in a Thursday call with reporters.[
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Finland agrees to return
Native American remains

to tribes

By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY-
AN and FELICIA FONSECA
Associated Press
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)
— The ancestral remains of
Native American tribes that
once called the cliffs of
Mesa Verde National Park
home will be repatriated
as part of an agreement
between Finland and the
United States.

The White House on
Wednesday announced
the agreement involving
the remains of about 20
people and 28 funerary ob-
jects taken from the Mesa
Verde area more than 100
years ago. The remains and
arfifacts were unearthed
during excavations by a
Swedish researcher in 1891
and hundreds of items
eventually became part
of the collection of the Na-
tional Museum of Finland.
President Donald Trump
and Finnish President Sauli
Niinisto acknowledged the
sanctity of the items to the
more than two dozen fribes
with cultural connections
fo the Mesa Verde region,
best known for hundreds of
stone dwellings that early
inhabitants constructed in
cliffsides, said U.S. Interior
Secretary David Bernhardt.
The agreement ensures the
remains and items will be
brought “to their proper
resting place in the U.S,”
Bernhardt said.

Clark Tenakhongva, vice
chairman of the Hopi Tribe,
said tribes hope to receive
the collection by early next
year and would ensure
funerary items are buried
with the remains in the gen-
eral area where they were
taken, accompanied by a
ceremony.

“I know we'll work together
as the various fribes that

have interest in them,”
Tenakhongva said. "And
how we process them

will be the most carefully
thought out plan so that
we don't do any more
harm than what's already
been done.”

The exact burial location
won't be publicized to pre-
vent the site from being dis-
turbed.

“They need to be refurned
there so they can safety
return fo the spirit world, in
the next world,” he said.
“"Hopi always believe, like
most cultures and people,
when you pass on you're
going to return to God or
Jesus. And we return back
to the hands of the creator
who brought us here.”

The agreement comes
as U.S. lawmakers have
pushed for legislation to
ban collectors and ven-
dors from exporting Na-
tive American ceremonial
items. The proposal would
close loopholes that have
stifled efforts to refrieve Na-
five American items that
have shown up on the auc-
fion block in Paris.

In 2016, French dealers
were forced to halt the
sale of a ceremonial shield
from Acoma Pueblo, a Na-
tive American village west
of Albuquerque. Leaders
from the New Mexico tribe
said the shield was taken
from their village decades
ago. A federal court ear-
lier this year called for the
shield to be released to the
U.S. Embassy in Paris so it
could be returned.

Efforts to refurn the Mesa
Verde remains and items
started in 2016 when tribes
associated with the park
began working with the
Finnish museum to iden-
tify the collection’s human
remains and funerary ob-
jects. An inventory was
completed last year.
Federal officials must now
craft a plan for the transfer
of the remains and items to
the tribes and pueblos.

The Hopi Tribe in northeast-
ern Arizona was among
those leading the repatria-
tion effort. The other tribes
with links to Mesa Verde
include the Navajo Na-
tfion, which spans parts of
Arizona, New Mexico and
Utah; the Southern Ute
and Ute Mountain Ute in
Colorado; 19 pueblos, and
the Mescalero and lJicar-
ila Apache tribes in New
Mexico; and Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo in Texas.

Navajo President Jonathan
Nez said the agreement is

\
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This May 5, 2018 image shows some of the pottery and other items crafted by Southwest tribes that
are part of a display inside the visitor center at Mesa Verde National Park near Cortez, Colorado.
Associated Press

issue that
have dealt

with including the Navajo
Nation,” he said.d

a step in the right direction.  longstanding
“This is an unfortunate and many tribes
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Some in GOP want Trump inquiry but balk at impeachment talk

By SARA BURNETT
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — They
don't like the talk of im-
peachment, but there's a
small and growing number
of Republicans who want
the Democratic-run House
investigation of President
Donald Trump to proceed.
Several House Republicans
have said in recent days
that they want answers to
questions about Trump's
dealings with  Ukraine’s
president. By confrast, Re-
publican leaders in the
House have vigorously
defended Trump and ac-
cused Democrats of trying
fo undo the 2016 election.
Trump has gone on the
offensive, responding at
times with name-calling of
his critics and expletives .
The handful of lawmakers
who say they're “troubled”
or concerned by the alle-
gations account for a small
fraction of the 197 House
Republicans.  Sfill,  their
comments represent thin
cracks in what has been a
solid foundation for Trump,
a sign that some rank-and-
file Republicans are unwill-
ing to dismiss the inquiry

In this May 3, 2017, file photo, Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich., left,
speaks to reporters outside the White House in Washington.

as baseless. It's creating
distance for them from the
president as they consider
the political consequences
and wonder whether oth-
er damaging information
may emerge.

“I want to know what hap-
pened,” Rep. Adam Kinz-
inger, R-lll., said Thursday.
But he and some others,
including moderates in
tight reelection races, say
Democrats went too far by
starting an impeachment
inquiry. These lawmakers
say that the process began
before Democrats had all
the facts and that their rush

Associated Press
will stymie progress on oth-
er issues and further divide
the country.

“You can get answers to
those questions without
raising the temperature as
they have,” said Kinzinger.
He represents a safe Re-
publican district in north-
ern lllinois that supported
Trump in 2016, though Kinz-
inger has at fimes criticized
the president.

Republican Rep. Jaime
Herrera Beutler, who rep-
resents a Washington state
district  that Democrats
have targeted, said in a
statement that the “allego-

tions are serious and efforts
to get all of the facts de-
mand continued transpar-
ency.”

She said that based on
the rough transcript re-
leased by the White House
of Trump’s call in July to
Ukraine's leader and a
whistleblower’'s complaint
raising concerns about the
president’s dealings with
Ukraine, “the allegations of
coercion remain unproven.
No one is above the law,
but for the sake of this no-
fion we should all follow a
process that does not put
conclusions before facts.”
In that conversation, Trump
repeatedly prodded Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy for an investiga-
tion of former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his
son Hunter, while Trump'’s
administration delayed the
release of military aid to
help Ukraine fight Russia-
backed separatists.
Lawmakers had litfle new
to say Thursday after Trump
seemed to flout the criticism
by saying China should in-
vestigate the Bidens, too.
After being read Trump's
comments, Kinzinger said
that he didn’t have all the
facts and that weighing in
would be “exactly what I'm
accusing the Democrats of
starting an impeachment
inquiry over.”

Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb.,
said that Trump was "“fight-
ing back” and that the
comments didn't amount
to an impeachable of-
fense.

"He's countering what he
sees as an unfair attack.
But | don't think it's good
for America. We need to
de-escalate,” he said.
Bacon, a retired Air Force
brigadier general who
narrowly won his Omaha-
centric district in 2018, has
been treading carefully.
“The Democrats ... some
of them, not all of them ...
it's been impeachment
and resistance since Day
One of the Trump admin-
istration,” Bacon said this
week, adding most Ameri-
cans want to see Washing-
fon move beyond partisan
gridlock.

But he also said "“it showed
poor judgment fto make
these contacts to Ukraine,”

adding, "I think our presi-
dent could do better. He's
part of the animosity that
gets spread out there. But
he's also the recipient of a
lot of it, as well.”

Last week, Rep. Mark Amo-
dei , R-Nev., was forced
to clarify his remarks after
he was asked about the
inquiry and responded by
saying, “Let’s put it through
the process and see what
happens.” After calls from
GOP leaders and posts on
Facebook that called him
a “traitor,” Amodei said
he was not endorsing the
impeachment process but
wanted House committees
fo investigate.

Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich.,
said he doesn't support the
impeachment inquiry but
does back efforts by House
committees to investigate
the whistleblower’s allega-
tions.

“There are legitimate ques-
tions that have to be asked,
and people are going
fo be required to answer
them,” said Upton, who
has represented his south-
western Michigan district
for more than 30 years. He
won in 2018 by his smallest
victory margin, and Demo-
crats are eyeing the district
again in 2020.

Republican Rep. Brian Fitz-
patrick, a former FBI agent
who went to Ukraine on an
anti-corruption mission for
the FBI in 2015, called the
whistleblower’'s complaint
“a serious allegation” that
provides a road map for
witnesses to be questioned.
But Fitzpatrick, who's seek-
ing a third term in a peren-
nial swing district based in
suburban Philadelphia’s
Bucks County, has saved
his foughest criticism for
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif., saying she
“needs to gather facts be-
fore making a decision like
this.”

Upton, Fitzpatrick, Amodei
and Herrera Beufler are
among the targets of a $1
milion ad campaign from
Republicans for the Rule of
Law, a project of the anti-
Trump conservative group
Defending Democracy
Together. The ads call on
lawmakers to speak out
against what they say is
Trump's abuse of power.(4



u s NEWS FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER 2019

OFF

From the Store to your Door!

$ Coupon code:
ARUBATODAY

GroceriesToGo

ARUBA

SAVE TIME
GROCERY SHOP

ONLINE

www.GroceriesToGoAruba.com

$500 a month for free: Data shows how people spent the money

By ADAM BEAM
Associated Press
SACRAMENTO, Cadalif. (AP)
— The first data from an
experiment in a California
city where needy people
get $500 a month from the
government shows they
spend most of it on things
such as food, clothing and
utility bills.

The 18-month, privately
funded program started in
February and involves 125
people in Stockton. It is one
of the few experiments test-
ing the concept of “univer-
sal basic income,” an old
idea getting new attention
from Democrats seeking
the 2020 presidential nomi-
nation.

Stockton Mayor Michael
Tubbs has committed to
publicly releasing data
throughout the experiment
to win over skeptics and,
he hopes, convince state
lowmakers fo implement
the program statewide.

“In this country we have
an issue with associatfing
people who are struggling
economically and people
of color with vices like drug
use, alcohol use, gam-
bling,” he said. “I thought
it was important to illustrate
folks aren’t using this mon-
ey for things like that. They
are using it for literal neces-
sifies.”

But critics say the experi-
ment likely won't provide
useful information from a
social science perspective
given its limited size and
duration.

Matt Zwolinski, director of
the Center for Ethics, Eco-
nomics and Public Policy at
the University of San Diego,
said people aren't likely to
change their behavior if
they know the money they
are getting will stop after a
year and a half. That's one
reason why he says the
experiment is “really more
about story telling than it is
about social science.”

In this Wednesday Aug. 14, 2019 file photo Stockton Mayor Michael Tubbs discusses a program he
initiated to give $500 to 125 people who earn at or below the city's median household income of
$46,033 during an interview in Stockton, Calif.

Plus, he said previous stud-
ies have shown people
don’t spend the money on
frivolous things.

“What you get out of a pro-
gram like this is some fairly
compelling anecdotes
from people,” he said.
“That makes for good pub-
lic relations if you are trying
tfo drum up interest in a bao-
sic income program, but it
doesn’t really tell you much
about what abasicincome
program would do if imple-
mented on a long-term
and large-scale basis."The
researchers overseeing the
program, Stacia Martin-
West at the University of
Tennessee and Amy Cas-
fro Baker at the University
of Pennsylvania, said their
goal is not to see if people
change their behavior, but
to measure how the money
impacts their physical and
mental health. That data
will be released later.
People in the program get
$500 each month on a
debit card, which helps re-
searchers track their spend-
ing. But 40% of the money

has been withdrawn as
cash, making it harder for
researchers to know how
it was used. They fill in the
gaps by asking people
how they spent it.

Since February, when the
program began, people
receiving the money have
on average spent nearly
40% of it on food. About
24% went to sales and mer-
chandise, which include
places like Walmart and
discount dollar stores that
also sell groceries. Just
over 11% went to utility bills,
while more than 9% went to
auto repairs and fuel.

Of the participants, 43%
are working full or part time
while 2% are unemployed
and not looking for work.
Another 8% are retired,
while 20% are disabled and
10% stay home to care for
children or an aging par-
ent.

“People are using the mon-
ey in ways that give them
dignity or that gives their
kids dignity,” Castro-Baker
said, noting participants
have reported spending

Associated Press
the money fo send their

children to prom, pay for
dental work and buy birth-
day cakes.

Zohna Everett, 48, and her
husband are among the
recipients. When the ex-
periment started she was
unemployed and her hus-
band was making $110 a
day as a fruck driver. They
were always late paying
their bills, and the pressure
caused problems with their
marriage.

Once she gof the money,
Evereft set it up to auto-
matically pay bills for her
electricity, car insurance
and TV. She donates $50 a
month to her church and
still has some left over for
an occasional date night
with her husband. And the
extra income was enough
of a cushion to allow her
husband to pay off her
wedding ring with their oth-
erincome..q
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AP Exclusive: Colleges got millions from opioid maker

By COLLIN BINKLEY and
JENNIFER McDERMOTT
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Prestigious
universities around  the
world have accepted at
least $60 million over the
past five years from the
family that owns the maker
of OxyContin, even as the
company became em-
broiled in lawsuits related to
the opioid epidemic, finan-
cial records show.

Some of the donations ar-
rived before recent lawsuits
blaming Purdue Pharma for
its role in the opioid crisis.
But at least nine schools ac-
cepted gifts in 2018 or later,
when states and counties
across the country began
efforts to hold members of
the family accountable for
Purdue’s actions. The larg-
est gifts in that span went to
Imperial College London,
the University of Sussex and
Yale University.

Major beneficiaries of Sack-
ler family foundations also
include the University of Ox-
ford in England and Rock-
efeller, Cornell and Colum-
bia universities in New York,
according to tax and char-
ity records reviewed by The
Associated Press.

In total, at least two dozen
universities have received
gifts from the Sackler fam-
ily since 2013, ranging from
$25,000 to more than $10
million, the records show.
Some skeptics see the do-
nations as an attempt to
salvage the family's repu-
tation.

“"Money from the Sacklers
should be understood as
blood money,” said Dr.
Andrew Kolodny, a lead-
ing critic of the family and
Purdue who has testified
against the company in

T e
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In this Sept. 26, 2019, photo, people pass the Weill Cornell Medicine center in New York.

court and heads a pro-
gram on opioid policy at
Brandeis University, which
was not among the schools
identified in tax records as
receiving donations from
the Sacklers. “Universities
shouldn't take it, and uni-
versities that have taken it
should give it back.”
Representatives of Sackler
family members declined
to comment.

The AP reviewed charita-
ble giving from more than
a dozen Sackler family
foundations as reported to
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, the Canada Revenue
Agency and the Char-
ity Commission for England
and Wales. The recipients
included schools in the
United States, the United
Kingdom, Canada and Is-
rael.

For decades, the family has
been a major philanthropic
figure in the worlds of art,
medicine and education.
They were listed by Forbes

magazine in 2016 as one
of the nation’s 20 wealthi-
est families, with holdings
of $13 billion. Much of their
giving has fueled research
in genetics and brain de-
velopment. Other gifts sup-
ported medical schools,
student scholarships and
faculty jobs. It amounts to
a small fraction of universi-
ties’ overall fundraising, but
schools say the money has
been a boon to important
programs.

When evaluating the ethics
of Sackler gifts, some ex-
perts argue, it's important
to consider what schools
knew about the family and
when they knew it.

“We're looking at this
through the lens of what
people know now,” said
Ross Cheit, chairman of the
Rhode Island Ethics Com-
mission and a professor
at Brown University, which
has accepted donations
from the Sacklers. “My
sense is, during the time

Associated Press
period we're talking about,
people’s views about that
source of money changed

_alot.”

As opioid deaths mounted,
some schools joined with
businesses and museums
cutting ties with the fam-
ily, but none plans to return
the money. One school is
redirecting unspent dona-
fions. Most schools refused
to say whether they would
accept donations in the fu-
fure. The financial records
may not capture all giv-
ing by the family. Colleges
are not required to disclose
donation information, and
many refused to provide
details to the AP.

Purdue Pharma, which re-
cently filed for bankrupt-
cy, separately provided
research money fo some
schools. Unlike nonprofit
groups, it was not required
fo disclose its giving in pub-
licly available tax forms.
Rockefeller University ac-
cepted more Sackler mon-

owners

ey than any other school
in recent history, receiving
more than $11 million from
the Sackler Foundation in
Canada. Most came from
a single $10 million gift in
2014. Smaller donations
continued through at least
2017. Richard Sackler, a
former president of Purdue
Pharma, previously taught
at the school.

Rockefeller, which enrolls
about 200 students in grad-
uate science programs, did
not respond to requests for
comment.

Behind Rockefeller was the
University of Sussex in Eng-
land, which received $9.8
million, according to tax re-
cords. A university spokes-
man said the school actu-
ally received about $4 mil-
lion over the past decade,
while  another pledge
“"was not progressed.” The
funding supports Sussex’s
Sackler Centre for Con-
sciousness Science, which
performs research of “par-
amount importance” that
will continue for years, the
school said.

Sussex did not say how it
would handle future gift
proposal from the Sacklers.
Oxford and the University of
Glasgow in Scofland each
received $5 milion to $6
million, fax records show.
Columbia  University  fol-
lowed with nearly $5 million,
while Imperial College Lon-
don and McGill University
in Montreal each received
more than $3 million.

The AP contacted all uni-
versities that were identified
in tax records as receiving
more than $1 million, along
with some that were not list-
ed in tax records but previ-
ously publicized major gifts
from the Sacklers.[]
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Atlantic City mayor pleads guilty to stealing, resigns

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP)
— Aflantic City's mayor
pleaded guilty to stealing
$87,000 from a youth bas-
ketball team and resigned
from office Thursday, be-
coming the latest in a line
of corrupt city officials so
long that it spawned a hit
HBO TV series.

Frank Gilliam Jr. appeared
in federal courtin Camden,
where it emerged that half
of the amount of money he
fook from the Atlantic City
Starz was recovered from
his home when FBI agents
raided it last December. He
was released after posting
a $100,000 bond with the
court.

By the close of the business
day, the Democrat had re-
signed from office.

“It is with a heavy heart
that | tender my resignation
as the Mayor of the City of
Aflantic City, effective im-
mediately,” Gilliam wrote
in a letter filed with the city
clerk. "My sincere apolo-
gies to each constituent
that voted for me and had
high hopes in my tenure.”
The resignation came as
New Jersey officials began
working to remove him
from office.

Aftorney General Gurbir
Grewal said his office had
filed papers in state Supe-
rior Court seeking to have
Gilliam ousted under the
state’s Forfeiture of Public
Office law. Gilliam, 49, also
faced calls from New Jer-
sey Gov. Phil Murphy and
other elected Democrats
to resign.

City Council President Mar-
ty Small was expected to
take over as acting mayor,
city officials said.

At his court appearance,
Gilliam told U.S. District
Judge Joseph Rodriguez
he stole funds raised from
basketball team donors in
Atlantic City and Philadel-
phia, using the money for
personal expenses from
2013 to 2018. He was elect-
ed mayorin 2017 after serv-
ing as a city councilman.
"When a scheme depletes
(a) charity for children, it's
unconscionable,” said FBI
Special Agent in Charge
Gregory Ehrie. “But when
the fraud is perpetrated by

someone the public trusts,
it damages the commu-
nity's confidence in their
public servants.

This defendant betrayed
the trust of his community
and of people who want-
ed to improve the lives of
children.”

Gilliam's  lawyer,  Harmry
Rimm, stressed that Gilliaom
admitted to taking private
money, not public funds.
That sets him somewhat
apart from a long line of
his predecessors accused
of corruption, dating back
to the fturn-of-the-century
Atlantic City officials whose
malfeasance was chron-
icled in the HBO series
“Boardwalk Empire.”

“Mr. Gilliam, who is a life-
long resident of Aflan-
tic City, has admitted his
wrongful conduct, is ac-
cepting responsibility  for
his actions and is genuinely
remorseful,”" Rimm said in a
statement issued after the
court appearance.

u.s. Attorney Craig
Carpenito said Gilliam so-
licited donations while a
member of the City Council
and then as mayor under
the false pretense that they
were for the youth basket-
ball team or for school sup-
plies for poor children.

In reality, the prosecutor
said, Gilliom used the mon-
ey for personal expenses
including luxury clothing,
expensive meals, and frips.
In a speech several hours
after Gilliam’s guilty pleaq,
Gov. Murphy called on the
mayor to resign, calling his
conduct “despicable.” The
city remains under state su-
pervision due to its chronic
budgeting and other prob-
lems.

"Aflantfic City is a sftrong
and resilient  community
thatis on the rise after years
of stagnation,” Murphy
said. "This progress can only
continue with leadership
whose sole focus is on what
he or she can do for the
betterment of all residents
of Aflantic City and not for
themselves."

FBI agents carried off nu-
merous cardboard boxes
and computer equipment
during a raid of the mayor’s
home on Dec. 3, but they
remained silent about why
they were there and what

In an April 23, 2019 file photo, Atlantic City Mayor Frank Gilliam
Jr. speaks at the Atlantic City Implementation Plan.
Associated Press

they had taken away.
Gilliam could face 20 years
in prison when he is sen-
tenced Jan. 7.

He also agreed to make
restitution for the fraud.

The mayor left his home
early Thursday clutching
his passport, and declined
comment to reporters oth-
er than to say, “Have a
good day.”

Surrendering a passport is
commonly done when a
defendant faces federal
charges to prevent him or
her from leaving the coun-
fry.

As recently as 2007, four of
the city’s last eight mayors
had been arrested on cor-
ruption charges and one-
third of the nine-member
City Council was either
in prison or under house
arrest..
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U.S.-Europe dispute threatens main artery of world trade

Continued from Front

The exchange echoes
how the US. and China
ratcheted up a tariffs fight
in recent months that has
bruised businesses around
the world and stunted eco-
nomic growth.

“This step friggers fears of a
new round of escalation of
tariff wars,” said Alex Kupt-
sikevich, a financial ana-
lyst with brokerage FxPro.
“The introduction of tariffs
and fears of fit-for-tat steps
could further suppress busi-
ness sentiment, which is al-
ready at the lowest levels
for years."”

The Trump administration’s
latest tariffs target large air-
craft but also many typical
European products such
as olives, whiskey, wine,
cheese and yogurt. They
will take effect Oct. 18 and
amount to a 10% tax on EU
aircraft and steep 25% rate
on everything else.

The U.S. got the legal go-
ahead Wednesday from
the World Trade Organiza-
tion in a case involving il-
legal EU subsidies for the
plane maker Airbus and
which predates the Trump
administration.

But the EU is expecting a
similar case involving U.S.
subsidies for Boeing to go in
its favor, with a ruling due in
coming months.

It has said it hopes the two
sides can hold off new tar-
iffs, which economically
amount to taxes on do-
mestic  importers. Some-
times importers pass on the
higher costs to consumers,
making goods more ex-
pensive.

“If the U.S. imposes coun-
termeasures it will  be
pushing the EU into a situ-
afion where we will have
to do the same,” said the
European Commission’s
spokesman, Daniel Rosao-
rio, echoing the dark out-
look expressed by many EU
governments.

“This is a move that will first
and foremost hit U.S. con-
sumers and companies
and will make efforts fo-
wards a negotiated settle-
ment more complicated,”
he said.

A group of American alco-
hol importers, wholesalers,
distributors and others re-
leased an open letter this
week urging an end to the
tariffs.

They say tariffs on Scofch
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In this June 18, 2015 filephoto, an Airbus A380 takes off for its demonstration flight at the Paris Air
Show, in Le Bourget airport, north of Paris.

whisky, liqueurs and wine
would affect nearly $3.4
billion in imports and cost
13,000 U.S. jobs, including
truckers and bartenders.
Mindful that the fariffs do
not actually come info ef-
fect for a couple weeks,
Rosario stressed that the EU
is still open to talking.

The tariffs come on top
of existing ones that the
U.S. and EU exchanged
last year and multiply the
headaches for European
businesses frefting over
Brexit, which could see Brit-
ain leave the EU on Oct. 31
without a deal - meaning
new tariffs overnight on the
heavy flow of trade across
the Channel.

More broadly, the ftariffs
add to uncertainty for the
global economy, which
has been hit particularly
hard by the U.S.'s wide-
ranging dispute with China
over frade and tfechnol-
ogy.

The U.S. and European
economies are more close-
ly integrated than the U.S.
and China, with compao-
nies heavily invested across
borders, so the potential
damage from an escalo-
tion could dwarf the dis-
pute with China.

Total U.S. investment in the
EU, for example, is three
times higher than in all of
Asia.

And EU investment in the

U.S. is eight times that in-
vested in China and India
combined. The two sides
account for about half of
the world economy.

Rising uncertainty  over
one of the oldest and big-
gest economic frade paths
would further darken the
ouflook for exporters and
manufacturers, which are
already cutting down on
investment.

The head of the Spanish
Federation of Food and
Beverage Industries, Mau-
ricio Garcia de Quevedo,
said the new U.S. ftariffs
will make it harder for the
companies he represents
tfo compete internationally.
And that will contribute to
job losses, he said, without
providing detail.

The United States is the
Spanish  sector’'s second
biggest food and bever-
age client after the EU, ac-
cording to the federation.
The sector exported 1.7 bil-
lion euros ($1.9 billion) last
year.

Miguel Blanco,
retary-general
farming sector umbrella
group COAG, represent-
ing more than 15,000 Span-
ish farmers and livestock
breeders, said the tariffs
are "completely unfair and
overblown.”

"Once again, the farm-
ing sector is going fo pay
for an EU frade war which

the sec-
of Spain’s

Associated Press

has nothing to do with the
Spanish countryside,” Blan-
co said, according to Eu-
ropa Press.

The Federation of French
wines and spirits exporters
also deplored the U.S. de-
cision.

Antoine Leccia, president
of the federation, said "we
don't feel at all initially in-
volved in this litigation so
we feel we are a bit hos-
tages of these retaliatory
measures.”

“We regret that this coun-
fry, the United States, a
country we worked with
for many years, a country
that increased its wine con-
sumption and French wine
imports now adopts such
measures,” he added.

In Germany, which has Eu-
rope’'s largest economy
and focuses heavily on
exports, the federation of
industry said the U.S. was
using the WTO ruing to in-
tensify frade disputes.

U.S. President  Donald
Trump has threatened in
the past to impose tariffs on
European cars, a huge sec-
tor in Germany, and some
fear this week's escalation
could lead to that.
Joachim Lang, the head
of the Federation of Ger-
man Industries, said “there
is a risk that many industries
on both sides of the Atlan-
fic will find themselves in a
lose-lose situation.”
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Civilian employee Kkills 4 in knife attack at Paris police HQ

By SYLVIE CORBET and LORI
HINNANT

Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — A civilian em-
ployee raged through Paris
police headquarters with
a knife Thursday, stabbing
four police colleagues to
death before he was shot
and killed, French authori-
ties said.

The man, a technology
administrator in the police
intelligence unit, launched
the attack in his office then
moved to other parts of the
large 19th century building
across the street from Nofre
Dame Cathedral.

Three of the people he
kiled were police officers,
the fourth an administrator,
the Paris prosecutor said.
An officer stopped the at-
tack when he shot the as-
sailant in the compound’s
courtyard, said a police
official. The official was not
authorized to talk publicly
about the case and re-
qguested anonymity.

The employee who carried
out the attack had worked
for the city's police force
since 2003 without ever
arousing concerns, French
Interior Minister Christophe
Castaner said.

“There were no warning
signs,” Castaner said.

"This man was known inside
the computer department,
he worked alongside his
colleagues and never pre-
sented any behavioral dif-
ficulties," he added.

Paris prosecutor Remy Heitz
said authorities opened a
murder investigation, for
the moment ruling out a
terrorism inquiry. He said
the 45-year-old assailant’s
home was being searched.
Three of the victims were
men and one was a wom-
an, Heitz said. A depart-
ment employee wounded
in the rampage underwent
emergency surgery Thurs-
day afternoon, Castaner
said.

Emery Siamandi, who works

at  police headquarters,
said he was in the stairwell
leading to the chief’s office
when he heard gunshots.
“I'fold myself, thisisn't right,”
Siamandi said. "*Moments
later, | saw three police-
women crying. | couldn’t
help them in any way, and
their colleagues were cry-
ing, too, so | figured it must
be serious.”

He said he saw one officer
on his knees in tears.

"It's the worst scenario possi-
ble, an internal attack with
colleagues working fogeth-
er," said Philippe Capon of
the UNSA police union.
Capon cautioned against
jumping to conclusions on
the motive and said, "Noth-
ing can be ruled out, in-
cluding a personal issue."
French media reported
the employee carried out
the aftack with a ceramic
knife.

The aftack came a day
after thousands of officers
marched in Paris to protest

Police officers stand guard outside the Paris police headquarters,
Thursday, Oct.3, 2019 in Paris.

low wages, long hours and
increasing suicides in their
ranks.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron stopped by police
headquarters to show soli-
darity with officers and de-
partment employees, his
office said.

The neighborhood where
the police compound is lo-
cated, a busy tourist desti-
nation, was locked down,

Associated Press

the Cite metro stop was
closed and the bridge be-
tween Notre Dame and
the headquarters building
was blocked off.
Extremists have repeatedly
targeted French police in
France in recent years. In
2017, a gunman opened
fire on the Champs-Elysees
boulevard, killing one offi-
cer before he was shot to
death..
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Pakistan, Afghan Taliban call for resumption of peace talks

By MUNIR AHMED
Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Se-
nior Afghan Taliban lead-
ers and Pakistani officials
on Thursday called for the
resumption of talks on a
peaceful resolution to the
war in Afghanistan.

The appeal, made during
a rare Taliban visit to Islam-
abad, comes after months-
long U.S.-Taliban negotio-
tions collapsed in Septem-
ber and President Donald
Trump announced the talks
with the insurgents were
“dead.”

The timing of the Taliban
visit _ which coincided with
that of Washington's spe-
cial peace envoy for Af-
ghanistan, who was also in
Islamabad on Thursday for
“consultations” with Paki-
stani officials _ appears to
indicate Pakistan is seeking
to help restart the talks.

In a statement, Pakistan's
Foreign Ministry said both
sides agreed Thursday that
the peace process should
be resumed as soon as pos-
sible.

Also on Thursday, Trump
was asked at the White
House about Pakistani of-

In this photo released by the Foreign Office, Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, center, receives members of
Taliban delegation at the Foreign Office in Islamabad, Pakistan,
Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019.

ficials calling for the talks
to resume. The president
was noncommittal about
whether they would, saying
the Taliban’s standing with
him had not yet been re-
stored from when he called
off the talks amid a surge in
violence that he claimed
the Taliban had orches-
frated to increase their le-
verage at the negotiating
table.

“"We have a real problem,”
Trump said, without elabo-
rating. “We've been hitting
the Taliban very, very hard.

Associated Press
As far as | am concerned,
they still haven't recovered
from kiling 12 people _
one who happened to be
a great American soldier
from Puerto Rico. They sfill
have not recovered (their
standing) and they prob-
ably never will.”
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
met with the 12-member
Taliban team, headed by
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baro-
dar, a co-founder of the
Taliban and head of their
political office in Qatar. The

Pakistani side also included
intelligence chief Lt. Gen.
Faiz Haomeed, foreign sec-
retary Sohail Mahmood
and others.

TV footage showed Ho-
meed hugging members
of the Taliban delegation,
including Baradar, who
was released in 2018, years
after he was detained in a
joint operation carried out
by Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Inteligence and the CIA.
He was released to facili-
tate the peace process in
Afghanistan.

Earlier, in a Foreign Minis-
fry statement, Qureshi “re-
iterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment and continued
strong support” for all ef-
forts aimed at resolving the
conflict in Afghanistan. It

said that during the talks, it
was “emphasized that re-
duction of violence by all
parties to the conflict was
necessary fo provide an
enabling environment for
resumption of the peace
process at an early date.”
Qureshi told reporters the
Taliban would meet with
U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalil-
zad, who was also in Islam-
abad, though he didn't
say when such a meeting
would take place.
“Khalilzad is here and
he has been in talks with
them. He is fully aware of
each and everything (be-
ing said) and has played a
positive role in this process.
God wiling, he will also
meet with (the Taliban),”
he said.(4

Ukraine’s president defends

election in rebel-held east

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy speaks to media
during his press conference in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 1,

2019.

"By YURAS KARMANAU and
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) —
Ukraine's  president on
Thursday strongly defend-
ed agreeing to hold a lo-
cal election in the coun-
fry's rebel-held east and
vowed that the vote will be
free and fair.

Ukraine, Russia and media-
tors Germany and France
on Tuesday signed a tenta-
tive agreement with Russia-
backed separatists on gen-
eral guidelines for holding
a local election in eastern
Ukraine, where a five-year
conflict between the sepa-
ratists and Ukrainian froops
has killed more than 13,000
people.

Some in Ukraine saw the
agreement as a capifu-
lafion to Russia, and hun-

Associated Press

dreds of people rallied
outside Zelenskiy's office in
protest.Zelenskiy said in a
televised address Thursday
that the local election in
the eastern regions known
as Donbass would not be
held “under the barrel of
machine guns.” He prom-
ised to ensure that the vote
follows Ukrainian laws and
includes candidates from
Ukrainian political parties.
“Donbass is part of Ukraine
and peace must come
there,” Zelenskiy said.
He criticized his opponents
for trying to make a “bug-
bear” of Tuesday’s agree-
ment, saying it was just a
necessary infermediate
step to organize a summit
with the leaders of Russiq,
France and Germany to
discuss ways of ending the
war.
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Nigeria’s leader in South Africa after attacks on foreigners

By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME
Associated Press
PRETORIA, South Africa (AP)
— South Africa’s president
on Thursday said ‘“early
warning mechanisms”  will
be put in place to avoid
the kind of deadly aftacks
on foreigners that angered
many African counfries
and led to an extraordinary
airlift of Nigerians, while Ni-
geria’s visiting leader again
condemned such violence
as “unacceptable.”

What originally was
planned as a business
meeting between Africa’s
two largest economies
furned info talks by Nigeri-
an President Muhammadu
Buhari and South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
on how to calm the unrest
that has erupted regularly
in South Africa in recent
years.

South Africa has been
making efforts to mend ties
with Nigeria and others af-
ter its government faced
criticism for not explicitly
speaking out against xe-
nophobia at first but in-

stead framing the violence
as crime. Ramaphosa on
Thursday again stressed
the need for immigrants to
obey local laws but called
the xenophobia ‘“regret-
table.”

More than 12 people were
kiled and more than 700 ar-
rested after bands of South
Africans in Johannesburg
and the capital, Pretoria,
launched attacks against
foreign-owned shops and
stalls, looting and burning
the small businesses and
aftacking some shopkeep-
ers.

Nigeria's foreign minister
called the aftacks “sicken-
ing” and the government
recalled its high commis-
sioner to South Africa.
South Africa temporarily
closed its diplomatic mis-
sions in Nigeria, citing con-
cerns over staff safety. In
Nigeria's megacity Lagos,
operations of South African
telecommunications giant
MTN were targeted in retal-
iatory attacks.

South Africa’s president
now says his government

25 dead after extremists attack
army camps in central Mali

By BABA AHMED and AR-
SENE KABORE

Associated Press

BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — Al-
Qaida-linked groups at-
tfacked two army bases in
central Mali, kiling at least
25 people and leaving 60
missing, Mali's government
said Tuesday.

Assailants rode into the
community of Boulikessi
with heavy weaponry over-
night Sunday to Monday o
aftack a Malian battalion
of the regional G5 Sahel
Force, said a force com-
mander, Niger Gen. Ou-
marou Namatou Gazama.
He blamed “the ferrorist
group” Ansarul Islam.
Mali's government  said
that after exchanges of
gunfire, the army had re-
taken Boulikessi, kiling at
least 15 exiremists and
destroying five of their ve-
hicles. It said a joint force
with Burkina Faso soldiers
was pursuing the extremists
behind the attacks.The at-
tack on the camp caused
“"heavy equipment losses

and major damage,” Ma-
lion government spokes-
man Yaya Sangaré said
earlier in a statement.
Around the same fime
early Monday, armed men
aftacked another army
camp in Mondoro.

A resident there said two
civilians were among the
casualties. He spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause of fears for his safety.
Meanwhile, nearly 30 peo-
ple have been killed in
Burkina Faso's Bam prov-
ince the past two weeks,
including 17 over the week-
end, according to the pro-
vincial high commissioner,
Ambrose OQOuedraogo. The
violence in the municipali-
ties of Zimtenga and Bour-
zanga has displaced near-
ly 19,000 people in the past
three days, he said.
Extremists have gained a
larger foothold in Burkina
Faso’s north in the past
few years, staging more at-
tacks near its borders with
Mali and Niger. Hundreds
have been killed.4

is  ‘“totally committed”
against attacks on foreign
nafionals. He acknowl-
edges frustration about the
country’'s high unemploy-
ment and sluggish econ-
omy but has told country-
men not fo fake it out on
foreigners.

It was not immediately
clear how the "“early warn-
ing mechanisms” to avoid
further unrest would work
between South Africa and
Nigeria. Buhari said police
and infelligence forces in
both countries should be
alert to avoid further vio-
lence.

The periodic aftacks
against Nigerians and citi-
zens of other African na-
tions include accusations
by South Africans that for-
eigners are peddling illegal
drugs or taking jobs.

pr— — .. tﬂ
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari, left, and South Africa’s
President, Cyril Ramaphosa, shake hands as they meet after a

welcoming ceremony in Pretoria, South Africa Thursday, Oct. 3,
2019.

The attacks on Nigerians
led some in Nigeria to call
for the closure of South
African companies doing
business in the West African

Associated Press
powerhouse _ a move that
would create instant pain
for a bilateral relationship
that saw more than $3.3 bil-
lionin tfrade in 2018.1
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Demonstrators clash with the police during a protest against
elimination of fuel subsidies announced by President Lenin
Moreno, in Quito, Ecuador, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019.

Associated Press

By GONZALO SOLANO
Associated Press

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) — Ec-
uador's president declared
a state of emergency
Thursday to confront rowdy
street protests and a na-
tionwide transport  strike
over his decision to end
government fuel subsidies
and relax labor protec-
tions.

Nineteen people were ar-
rested during unrest in ma-
jor cities, authorities said.
Protesting tfransport workers
blocked streets and high-
ways and attacked some
colleagues who fried to
continue working. Police
used tear gas to disperse
crowds.

Public fransport in major cit-
ies and between provinces
was virfually shut down,
forcing many people to
walk long distances to get
to work.

In Quito, university students
fried to march to the gov-
ernment headquarters in
the historic part of the city.
Some wielded clubs and
threw stones at police, who

blocked their advance.
The decree by President
Lenin  Moreno suspends
some civil rights and allows
authorities to commandeer
public or private property.
He said he acted because
of violent incidents meant
to “damage and destabi-
lize" his government.
Moreno said there was no
possibility he would back
away from the measures
announced Tuesday that
will raise fuel prices across
the country. He said fuel
subsidies had done "too
much harm to the coun-
fry.”

The price of regular gaso-
line has increased by about
24% to $2.30 a gallon (3.7 li-
ters), while diesel has more
than doubled to $2.27 a
gallon. Even with the price
increases, Ecuador has
some of the cheapest fuel
prices in the world.

Moreno also announced
tax breaks for companies
and other measures that
he said would stimulate
an economy burdened by
high debt. ]

3 killed in attack on Nicaragua
indigenous community

MANAGUA, Nicaragua
(AP) — Nicaraguan author-
ifies say an attack on an
indigenous Miskito commu-
nity has left houses and a
church torched and three
people dead.

Police say the commu-
nity of Masmalaya was at-
tacked by armed men on
Wednesday. One resident
and two attackers died in
the clash.

The National Police said in
a statement Thursday that
eight people were arrested
and an assault rifle and
three vehicles were recov-

ered. Wooden homes and
an evangelical  church
were burned.

In recent years, residents
of indigenous communities
along the northern Carib-
bean coast have reported
sometimes-violent  incur-
sions by outsiders who take
over land and begin cut-
ting trees.

In response to previous at-
tacks, the Inter-American
Commission on Human
Rights called for protective
measures and asked the
government to protect the
indigenous residents.]

Int his July 24, 2019 file photo, a Statue of the Republic covered in Russian gold and donated by
President Vladimir Putin stands in the Capitol building in Havana, Cuba.

Associated Press

AP Explains: Why does Dmitry
Medvedev’s visit o Cuba matter?

By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — Russian
Prime Minister Dmitry Med-
vedev arrives Thursday in
Cuba, which was long the
former Soviet Union's prin-
cipal ally in Latin America.
The visit is seen by some
as confirmation of a new
closeness at a time when
the island is going through
a new economic Crisis
while under new pressure
from the United States.
Here's a look at the visit
and changes in their relo-
fions:

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF THE
VISIT?

Cubans are looking for the
two-day visit to bring ac-
cords that will benefit the
island’s oil and transporta-
tion sectors, two areas hit
hardest by the current crisis.
A statement from the Rus-
sian government this week
signaled that the coun-
tries will sign accords and
commercial agreements,
though no specifics were
given.

Russia is one of Cuba’s
most important frade part-
ners, after Venezuela, Chi-
na, Spain and Canada.
Medvedev, who is mak-
ing his third frip to Cuba,
is scheduled to meet with
Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel, tour an energy
project on the outskirts of
the capital and see resto-
ration work on Havana's

emblematic capitol, whose
golden dome came thanks
fo a donatfion from Mos-
cow.

IN WHAT CONTEXT IS THE
TRIP COMING?

Although it was scheduled
well beforehand, Medve-
dev’s arrival coincides with
a toughening of U.S. sanc-
tions on Cuba. One recent
measure was the creation
of a blacklist of shipping
companies to punish those
that deliver petroleum.
Cuba produces about
42,000 barrels of oil a day,
but it has a daily deficit of
62,000 barrels that is filled
primarily by Venezuela,
also a close partner of Rus-
sial.

Shortages have since mid-
September provoked long
lines at gas stations, prob-
lems with public transpor-
tation and increased use of
animal-powered vehicles.
There have also been pro-
longed shortages of food
and other goods.
Washington's stated ob-
jective is to suffocate the
island economically, pres-
suring for a change to Cu-
ba's political system and, in
addition, sap Venezuela's
socialist government of an
ally.

WHAT IS THEIR TRADE RELA-
TIONSHIP?

Trade between the two
countries is expected fo
reach $500 million in 2019,

Russian Vice Prime Minister
Yury Borisov said in Septem-
ber.

At that fime, it was an-
nounced that both gov-
ernments  would sign @
“roadmap to modern-
ize the energy system” of
Cuba. Among the plans,
apparently, was a con-
fract through which Cuba
would reduce by a third
its purchases of petfroleum
supplies from abroad, the
Sputnik news agency re-
ported. There was also talk
of an agreement involving
three island thermoelectric
plants.

Another area for Russian
participation is agriculture,
a Cuban sector that was a
pillar of trade with the So-
viet Union in the 1970s and
1980s.

The island needs to import
machinery for irrigation
and harvesting as well as
heavy equipment and sup-
plies.

In September, the first Cu-
ban-Russian mixed compa-
ny was formed for the man-
ufacture of construction
materials, fo be located in
the Mariel special commer-
cial zone west of Havana.
Andrei Slepniov, director of
the Russia Export Center,
fold Sputnik on Wednesday
that ofther projects under
study include modernizing
Cuba’s state rail company
and maintaining the fleet
of Russian airliners flown by
Cubana de Aviacion.
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Expedia Group:

New Study Reveals Technology Investment Priorities for Hotels

Chain hotels 77% more likely to increase technology investments, while independent counterparts prioritize room renovation

MEXICO CITY - According
to a new survey of more
than 1,200 hoteliers by Ex-
pedia Group, the world’s
travel platform, chain hotels
are nearly twice as likely as
small independent proper-
ties to prioritize technology
investment. Alternatively,
small independent proper-
ties are 1.5 times as likely
as chain hotels to prioritize
room renovations - indicat-
ing a gap in technology in-
vestment strategies among
different hotelier segments.

Reliance on technology
is becoming increasingly
important in the lodging
industry as hotels begin to
recognize how they can
gain key competitive ad-
vantage  with  strategic
technology investments.
According to the latest
report by Hospitality Tech-
nology. 54% of hotels plan
to increase their technol-
ogy budgets for 2020, while
only 8% plan to decrease.

However, cost continues
to be the key barrier with
technology adoption for
many hoteliers, with nearly
half of the small indepen-
dent hotels surveyed in-
dicafing that technology
investment decisions are
based on affordability and
value. In contrast, more
than half of the chain ho-

tels prioritize technology
that seamlessly infegrates
with their existing systems.
“We're witnhessing chain
hotels place significant in-
vestments in fechnology,
which opens the potential
for a greater divide be-
tween properties that are
not able to match those
investments,” said Freddy
Dominguez, Vice President,
Market Management,
Latin America at Expedia
Group. “Technology has
the power to level the play-
ing field for hoteliers of all
sizes. We continue tfo listen
to our partners’ needs and
invest in how best fo serve
all our partners so even the
smallest of properties can
compete effectively and
find opportunities to suc-
ceed.”

Among the small indepen-
dent hotels surveyed, 1 in
4 cited complexity as their
biggest challenge when
adopting technology, with
1 in 3 saying ease of use is
a priority when evaluating
solutions. To remove these
barriers, Expedia Group is
making enhancements to
its platform so partners not
only have the right resourc-
es whenever and wherever
they need if, these solutions
are delivered through intui-
tive and easy to use tools.

“Operating a small prop-
erty means juggling mul-
fiple responsibilities. Expe-
dia Group understands this
and they have developed
some fantastic technology.
In particular, the conve-
nience of the Partner Cen-
fral mobile app makes it so
easy for me to update my
rates and availability and
manage my guests while
| am on the move,” said
Joel Grossman, Consultant
Sales and Marketing at Bay
View Suites Paradise Island,
Bahamas.

Recently, the company
released new user-friendly
features on Expedia Group
Partner Central platform to
further streamline everyday
tasks and provide suppliers

instant access to relevant
information so they can
make real-fime, informed
decisions. New, enhanced
features include:

o Partner Central Mo-
bile App improvements
— a series of upcoming
enhancements will make
managing rooms and rates
easier with modified cal-
endar navigation, the abil-
ity to view inventory and
availability and make real
fime updates to reduce er-
rors. Suppliers can also re-
ceive mobile notifications
for bookings, cancellations,
guest messages and priori-
tize with easy to use filters.
J New “Rooms and
Rates” overview page -
the simplified view stream-
lines information and tasks

related to rooms, rates and
inventory. The new page
reduces the number of links
and helps suppliers deter-
mine where to take action
with  business alerts and
high-level insights.

J New “Marketing”
overview page - suppliers
currently using marketing
tools will see reporting on
their results, while suppliers
that are not will be edu-
cated on the various tools
available to influence their
availability and increase
conversion. The page
brings the top five countries
with the greatest book-
ing opportunity and raises
awareness of their property
within the marketplace.

Continved on Page 14
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National Risk Assessment by the World Bank Group

ORANJESTAD — A team
from the World Bank Group
was in Aruba to assist the
authorities with the National
Risk Assessment on Money
Laundering and Terrorism
Financing.

The assessment aims to
identify the primary mon-
ey laundering and fterror-
ism financing (ML/TF) risks
in Aruba through a com-
prehensive analysis that
will enable the design of a

comprehensive  AML/CFT
strategy to mitigate the
identified risks.

This will help allocate re-
sources for the fight against
money laundering and fer-

rorism financing more ef-
fectively and efficiently,
while meeting the interna-
tional standards issued by
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).

The risk assessment process
itself is organized, led and
undertaken by the local

in collaboration between
the different Aruba govern-
ment agencies and the lo-
cal private sector.

Having a National Risk As-
sessment  and  AML/CFT
strategy in place is essen-
tial for the upcoming 4th
round AML/CFT assessment

of Aruba by the Caribbean
Financial Action Task Force
(CFATF) in the third quarter
of 2020.Q1

authorities using the World
Bank Group’'s self-assess-
ment methodology. The
assessment is undertaken

Expedia Group

Continved from Page 13

o New adaptive home page — designed to provide
customized recommendations for partners based on
their current familiarity with Partner Central. This person-
alised experience that enable suppliers to identify certain
time-sensitive tasks they should take to accelerate book-
ing potential on Expedia Group's marketplace. This will
be made available to majority of properties at the end
of the year.

J Multi property portfolio dashboard — provides
a portfolio snapshot for suppliers managing two or more
properties.

The dashboard indicates the list of accommodations as-
sociated to the user, provides insights for each property
and signals when and where action is needed.

Lodging partners can learn more about Expedia Group
Partner Central on Discover EPC and download the Part-
ner Central Mobile App.

Methodology

The study polled 1,215 global hotelier participants in July
2019 for a choice based study to determine how hotel
properties are prioritizing their technology investment
spend. The study leveraged Expedia Group's global ho-
telier panel in order to compare technology spending
between chain hotels and small independent properties.
Chain hotels are classified as properties self-selected as
part of a chain affiliation or group of properties with more
than 100 rooms, while small independent properties are
classified as properties with no chain affiliation and 100
rooms or less.[1
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KFC introduces the Double Down Sandwich
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ORANJESTAD — Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) launched their newest
special this week: a Double Down Sandwich for only 8 Aruban Florins,
about 4 and a half USD. The sandwich consists of two pieces of chicken
breast, no bread, two slices of Monterey Jack Cheese, bacon and BBQ
sauce. There is also the possibility to make it a combo for 13, 50 Aruban
Florins (USD 7, 7).

With the combo you get a small French fries portion and a soft drink in-
cluded. Instead of the French fries you can pick another side: mashed
potato, cole slaw, biscuit, corn on the cob or rice. KFC continues reno-
vating their products and extending their menu to offer the community
a quality product coming fresh from KFC's kifchen.

During a press conference at the newest location of KFC Aruba in Bou-
levard, marketing representative Johana Jacobs-Alvarez Blanquicet ex-
plained to the local press what this great bang for the buck deal is all

| 4 ”r
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about. “The place where you get
your favorite chicken, sandwiches,
snacks, sweets and sides will now
offer you a grab to go sandwich.”
Aruba has four KFC locations, all
ready to welcome you. KFC has
delivery service alsol

Some History

KFC is an American fast food res-
taurant chain headquartered in
Louisville, Kentucky, that special-
izes in fried chicken. It is the world's
second-largest restaurant chain
after McDonald's, with 22,621 loca-
tions globally in 136 countries as of
December 2018. Whether you call
it KFC or Kentucky Fried Chicken,
the restaurant that made found-
er Colonel Sanders a household
name is one of the world’s big-

gest and most successful fast food

chains. The blend of 11 herbs and
spices that went into Sanders’ origi-
nal fried chicken recipe is sfill in use
tfoday, and its components remain
a mystery, even though many
have tried to decipher it (some
claim to have reverse-engineered
the recipe, while writer William
Poundstone famously asserted
that it’s only flour, salt, pepper, and
MSG). A Sanders-signed copy of
the recipe is inside a vault in KFC's
Louisville headquarters, and even
the manufacturers don't know
what goes info it: Half of the mix is
made by Griffith Laboratories, and
then it's sent to McCormick, where
the rest is added.

For more information: Facebook
KFC Aruba.
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Tuscany Residence Aruba:

Standing Out with 100 %

TN
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NOORD — “Quality convinces”, says Bas de Groot, Managing Director of Tuscany
Residence Aruba. “We differ from traditional building, come on over and see for your-
self.” At an A-location, designed in an European style with high-quality materials, on
property land and with buying possibilities from condos to townhouses to villas, Tus-
cany Residence is your dream come true. And the safest investment.

Within 2.000 feet of the Palm Beach area, which is the place to be in the island, and a
15-minute drive to Oranjestad, we find Tuscany Residence. The residence (total proj-
ect contains +/- 180 units) offers 8 luxurious Townhouses in beautiful Dutch design up
to 2.098ft Property land and a total 1.582ft living space. 36 Condos located in three
buildings are a wonderful vacation escape or a greatf investment, it is up fo you. What
about 8 amazing 2-Layer & 3-Layer Villas with 50m2 pool, stunning Dutch architecture
and allure? The landscaping in front of the houses is taken care of, keeping the value
of the project infact. There is 24-hours security by camera’s and a night guard.

Quality Lays Beneath

Tuscany Residence Aruba chose for European quality products to provide owners
with the best durable purchase and low maintenance costs. “Windows and doors
are from Mexim, originally a Belgium product, the concrete comes from The Nether-
lands, the bathrooms are delivered by Banjolux and the kitchen provided by Eurok-
itchen. All these suppliers are known for their high quality service and products and
have their representative companies on the island too. We go 100 % for European
standards meaning you will have a guarantee of a long-term relationship that is du-
rable, eco-friendly and trustworthy,” Bas explains. It is not only what the eye meefts
when you consider an important purchase like real estate, it is essential to know what
lays beneath. “And very important to mention that this is property land, one of the
last opportunities to achieve that in this area. Even befter within a residence that
keeps your value up, you never know what your surroundings will be like when pur-
chasing outside of a residence.”

-

Unique Details

The design of the residences town houses, condos and
villas is modern but warm with exceptional details like the
stick-out window panes. “These provide shadow on the
windows, preventing the strong heat of the sun coming
in while maintaining the light flow.” Lots of windows and
sliding doors make the light come in and because of the
use of poured concrete walls the isolation is at its best.
“Everyone is welcome to see the materials and construc-
fion themselves, we can show everything here at our lo-
cafion. You may even pick your land.” October 1st will
be the delivery of the townhouses and community pool.
In November four more town houses will be ready and
the first villas are already in construction, aimed to be ac-
complished in March 2020. From the eight town houses six
have already been sold, the condominiums go very well
too and the villas are in demand, says Bas. “Prices will go
up in the future, so now is the time to buy while we sfill
have our pre construction prices running.”

Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential area where
you will meet a mix of local and foreign owners2 Do you
feel for a warm community with amenities like wellness,
gym, restaurants, pools and this all within a structure
where the residence takes care of your property man-
agement while you are not here2 Can the highest Euro-
pean quality and solid working structure take away your
preoccupations while you are home?2 Than meet us, we
are here to convince you with quality![]

Tuscany Residence Aruba

Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com
Facebook Tuscany Residence Aruba
Tel (+297) 280 4664 or (+297) 733 2424
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In this Feb. 28, 2019, file
photo, Olympic champion
snowboarder Chloe Kim flies
through the air on her second
run during the women’s
halfpipe semifinals at the
U.S. Open Snowboarding

Championships, in Vail, Colo.
Associated Press

AP Exclusive:
Kim takes
snowhoard
season off
for studies

By E. PELLS and P. GRAHAM
AP Sports Writers

Do not despair, snow-
boarding fans: Chloe Kim
is not retiring. She is taking
a season off from compe-
fition and fraining though
_ she has already started
school at Princeton _ in a
move that she said was
difficult but, ultimately, the
thing she needed to do.
“This isn't like, an ‘Oh-my-
gosh, I'm refiring video,”
the champion snowboard-
er said on a YouTube video
provided to The Associ-
ated Press in advance of
its wider release. She'll be
back in training next May,
with plans to defend her
Olympic  halfpipe gold
medal at the 2022 Games
in Beijing."But I'm sure @
lot of you guys can relate
when you get stuck in the
same routine over and
over and over again, year
after year after year, and it
gets pretty hard,” Kim said.
“And | felt like | lost a part
of myself, in a sense, where
| didn't feel like | had an
actual life outside of snow-
boarding.”

Continued on Page 23
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Love it: Husband-wife win silvers in stunning night at frack

By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — None
of them could believe it.
Not the woman who pulled
off the biggest upset of the
world championships.

Not the woman she beat.
And certainly not that sec-
ond-place finisher's hus-
band _ decathlete Maicel
Ubo, who walked away
with a silver medal that was
almost as big a surprise as
the one his wife is taking
home.

On a warm-and-fuzzy kind
of night at the frack where
nothing went quite as ex-
pected, Olympic cham-
pion Shaunae Miller-Uibo
suffered her first loss in the
400 meters in more than 25
months despite shattering
her personal-best time by
more than half-a-second.
The woman who beat her
was 21-year-old Salwa Eid
Naser of Bahrain, whose
fime of 48.14 seconds was
the fastest since 1985 and
the third fastest ever.

When Naser crossed the
finish line and saw her time,
her jaw dropped in a look
of utter amazement _ a far
cry from Miller-Uibo’s stony
glare at the scoreboard:
How could she run 48.37
and lose?

“I sfill can't believe the
fime,” Naser said. “When |
saw the fime, | went com-
pletely crazy. | was training
so hard but | never expect-
ed to run this fast.”

But this Thursday night at
Khalifa International Stadi-
um was a night for expect-
ing the unexpected.

Uibo, the decathlete, cer-
fainly didn't come out of
nowhere, but neither was
he at the top of the list of
medal candidates.

Since winning the NCAA
fitte competing for Geor-
gia in 2015, he had never
captured an international
decathlon competition. At
the last worlds, in 2017, he
didn’t finish. At the Olym-
pics in 2016, he finished
24th. He was coming off
leg and shoulder injuries
that had forced him to miss
a big chunk of 2018-19, and
that had turned his javelin
throw into a crap shoot.
But midway through the
second day of the 10-event
endurance test, world re-

!
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Salwa Eid Naser, of Bahrain, reacts to winning the gold medal in the women's 400 meter final at the World Athletics Championships
in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019.

cord holder Kevin Mayer
got bounced after failing
torecord a markin the pole
vault, while another top
contender, Lindon Victor,
met a similar fate in the dis-
cus throw. Meanwhile, Uibo
had been slowly climbing
up the standings, from sixth,
to fifth, to third, to first.

He had a 19-pointlead over
the eventual winner, Niklas
Kaul, when he lined up for
the finale, the 1,500-meter
race. Uibo needed to hang
within 3 seconds of Kaul to
win the gold. But Kaul's per-
sonal best was 10 seconds
faster than Uibo's. Kaul,
21 and now the youngest
world champion decath-
lete ever, beat him by 15
seconds.

“| tried to stay with him, but
he had more in the tank,”
Uibo said. “I had to give
that up and try for second.”
A few minutes earlier, Brit-

ain’s  Katarina  Johnson-
Thompson completed her
victory in the heptathlon;
the mulfi-events were held
in conjunction as part of or-
ganizers' plan to move all
the action to the nighttime
and beat the heat.

In the other final, China’s
Gong Lijico won her sec-
ond straight world shot put
title and Jamaica’s Danniel
Thomas-Dodd took silver.
That marked the third field
medal in these champion-
ships won by athletes from
Usain Bolt's land of sprints.
Who'd have seen that
coming? And speaking of
unexpected, how about
the bronze medal that
landed in the lap of Orlan-
do Ortega.

The Spanish hurdler had
been closing the gap with
the leaders when he got
knocked off course in the
110 final the night before

by a flaiing Jamaican.
Ortega spent most of Thurs-
day in bed, thinking about
what might have been. The
phone rang. Track officials
had decided to make him
the co-bronze medalist.
The ceremony was sched-
uled for that evening.

“I fook a taxi,” Ortega said.
“I said, ‘Please drive very
fast, | have a medal cer-
emony.”” He made it on
fime. So did Naser, who
looked more like a 100-me-
ter sprinter as she moved
info the homestretch and
built a seven-step cushion
over Miller-Uibo, who be-
came famous in her home-
land, the Bahamas, when
she dove across the finish
line to beat Allyson Felix in
the final of the 2016 Olym-
pics. There were no such
dramatics this time.

“When | saw the distance
between us, | said, in my

Associated Press

head, 'l let her get too far
away,'” Miller-Uibo said. “I
knew | had a lot of strength
coming home, but | just
couldn’t get her.”

All that was left was to
hang out and see how Mai-
cel would do about a half-
hour later, as he dragged
his exhausted legs to the
start of the 1,500 to finish off
the evening.

Shortly after her husband
crossed, Miller-Uibo walked
out and doused him with a
bofttle of water, then gave
him a kiss.

“It's great we get to cele-
brate together,” Miller-Uibo
said. They frain fogether,
too. Maicel described the
relationship as “competi-
tive at times.”

“It's on and off the track.
Anything, really,” he said.
“Sometimes we just argue
about who our dogs love
most."]
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MLB average attendance down
1.7%, hurt by losing teams

By RONALD BLUM

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Major
League Baseball's aver-
age aftendance dropped
1.7% this year for its fourth
straight decline, and five
of the six biggest drops
were by teams with losing
records.

Toronto, Seattle, San Fran-
cisco and Detroit com-
bined for more than 1.8
million fewer tickets, and a
259-388 won-lost record.
The 30 teams averaged
28,339, according to the
commissioner’s office,
down from 28,830 last year
_ the first time the average
was below 30,000 since
2003. Total attendance of
68.5 million was down more
than 5 million from 2015.
The players’ association
maintains attendance has
been hurt by an increase
in rebuilding teams, which
its members and staff label
“tanking.”

“The willful failure of too
many franchises to field
competitive teams and
put their best players on
the field is unquestionably
hurting our industry,” union
head Tony Clark said last
week. Baseball Commis-
sioner Rob Manfred says
rebuilding is cyclical and
attendance and record
correlate in some markets
but not all. He also points
out the success of the sport
in television ratings and an
increase in minor league
gates.

"We're going fo draw 68-
plus milion people at the
big league level,” Manfred
said, “another 41 million in
minor league baseball —
they're actually going to
be up. I'll take 110 million
people going to see the
sport live. That's a really,
really awesome number
in an environment where
people have more and
more and more alterno-
fives fo consume.”

Toronto had the biggest
home attendance drop,
falling 575,137 in a season
in which the Blue Jays went
67-95 for their third straight
losing season and most
losses since 1980.

Seattle fell 507,769 as the
Mariners went 68-94, their

poorest record since 2011.
San Francisco went down
448,425 and ended a
streak of nine consecutive
seasons at 3 million or more
that coincided with three
World Series fitles. The Gi-
ants went 77-85 in their third
straight losing season.
Detroit dropped 355,540
while going a big league-
worst 47-114, the second-
most losses in team history.
The Tigers' 1.5 milion home
attendance was their low-
est since their 119-loss sea-
son in 2003.

Washington, which earned
an NL wild card and beat
Milwaukee to reach the
Division Series, fell 269,823
following the departure of
Bryce Harper to Philadel-
phia as a free agent.

.

DOUBLE YOUR WIN

Valid once per night

Baltimore dropped 256,385
while going 54-108, and
the Orioles’ 1.3 million fans
at home were their fewest
in a non-shortened season
since 1978 at old Memorial
Stadium.

In all, home attendance
dropped for 14 of the 30
teams, although three of
those teams fell by less than
100,000, Miami rose by 198
people to 811,302 while go-
ing 57-105 in Derek Jeter's
second season as chief ex-
ecutive.

Kansas City went down by
185,448 and fell below 1.5
million for the first time since
2006.

On the plus side, Philadel-
phia rose 569,297 after
signing Harper and despite
an 81-81 record finished
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In this Monday, Aug. 26, 2019 file photo, Fans watch play among
empty seats during the second inning of a baseball game
between the Miami Marlins and the Cincinnati Reds in Miami.

above 2.7 million for the first
fime since 2013, when the
Phillies started a streak of six
straight losing seasons.

Minnesota went up 334,955
boosted by a 101-61 re-
cord, the second-most
wins in team history, San

.
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Diego went up 227,863 af-
ter signing free agent slug-
ger Manny Machado but
skidded to a 70-92 record.
The New York Mets went up
217,537 boosted by an Au-
gust spurt and their first win-
ning record since 2016.1
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Diaz hits 2 homers, Rays beat A’s 5-1 in AL wild-card game
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By JANIE McCAULEY

AP Baseball Writer
OAKLAND, Cadalif. (AP) —
When he got to second
base, Yandy Diaz stole a
glance back toward the
dugout and saw all his
teammates going crazy.
He gleefully kept running.

Out for two months, no
matter.
Diaz slugged baseball’s

lowest spender into a play-
off matchup with mighty
Houston, Charlie Morton si-
lenced the powerful Athlet-
ics on the mound, and the
Tampa Bay Rays beat Oak-
land at its own game with a
5-1 win in the AL wild-card
round Wednesday night.
After playing only one
game since late July be-
cause of a foot injury, Diaz
hit a leadoff homer and
went deep again in the
third inning.

“When | looked to the
bench and saw the guys
super excited, it pumped
me up to go around the
bases,” Diaz said through
a translator. *I thought we
had to carry that momen-
tum throughout the game.”
Avisail Garcia hit a two-run
drive in the second, and
Morton had all the support
he needed as Tampa Bay
advanced to face the AL
West champion Astros in a
best-of-five Division Series.
Game 1 is Friday at Hous-
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Tampa Bay Rays’ Yandy Diaz watches his solo home run against the Oakland Athletics during the
third inning of an American League wild-card baseball game in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Oct.

2, 2019.

ton, which piled up a major
league-best 107 wins this
season.

“We have a tough road
ahead of us, Houston's a
great feam, but we played
them well this year. It's go-
ing to be a dogfight,” Tom-
my Pham said.

Pham homered in the fifth
for the 96-win Rays, who
had the smallest payroll in
the majors at $66.4 million.
And in a playoff meeting
between creative, small-
budget teams that make
the most of limited resourc-

es, it was Tampa Bay that
came out on top.

The Rays were unfazed by
a towel-swirling Oakland
crowd of 54,005 that estab-
lished a wild-card record,
having recently played
at Dodger Stadium and
on the road against the
Yankees and Red Sox dur-
ing the season’s final two
weeks.

“I really feed off the en-
ergy of this situation. | that
helped us,” Morton said. "It
helped us to come in here
and be in a high-pressure

NEW YORK (AP) — Mike
Trout has been chosen
major league player of
the year by Baseball Di-
gest and eBay.

The star outfielder from
the Los Angeles Angels
edged Dodgers slug-
ger Cody Bellinger by
two points in voting by
a 17-member panel of
baseball writers, broad-
casters, former players
and executives.

Houston Astros ace Justin
Verlander was selected
pitcher of the year and
San Diego Padres closer
Kirby Yates got picked as
the top reliever.

Trout, Verlander,
Yates win Baseball
Digest awards

The awards were an-
nounced Thursday. Trout
also won in 2014.

Trout set a career high
with 45 home runs even
though his season end-
ed early. The two-time
AL MVP didn't play af-
ter Sept. 7 because of a
foot injury. He batted .291
with 104 RBIs and ranked
second in the majors with
a 1.083 OPS. Verlander,
also a two-fime winner,
led the big leagues with
21 wins and 223 innings
pitched. He was second
in the American League
with 300 strikeouts and a
2.58 ERA. The right-hand-

Houston Asitros starting
pitcher Justin Verlander
waves to fans as he walks
back to the dugout after
striking out Los Angeles
Angels’ Kole Calhoun for
his 3,000th career strikeout
during the fourth inning of
a baseball game Saturday,
Sept. 28, 2019, in Anaheim,
Calif.

Associated Press

er tossed his third career
no-hitter and became
the 18th pitcher to reach
3,000 strikeouts.

Associated Press
sifuation. The stadium was
pretty rowdy but | think that
helped us focus.”

And when Marcus Semien
struck out to end it, Tampa
Bay players raced out of
their dugout to celebrate
and put on fresh playoff
T-shirts and caps. Once in
the clubhouse, the Rays
drenched Morton  with
booze.

“It's a beautiful thing hav-
ing the lowest payroll in
baseball and having the
success we did,” center
fielder Kevin Kiermaier said
before the game. “It al-
ways feels good to stick it
fo the man any time you're
able to in this game, and
that's something to be very

proud of.”
The A’'s have lost nine
straight winner-take-all

games since 2000, going
1-15 with a chance to ad-
vance to the next postsea-
son round. Their only win
came in 2006 against the
Twins before being swept
in the AL Championship Se-
ries by the Tigers.

A year ago in the wild-card
game, Oakland’s first time
back in the playoffs since
2014, the A’s fell behind fast
and lost 7-2 at Yankee Sta-
dium. They won 97 games
again to earn a wild card.

This game had a far dif-
ferent feel in the familiar,
friendly confines of the
Coliseum, but the A’s dug
themselves another quick
hole.

And the visitors were the
ones putting on a happy
home run show this time.
Oakland, which hit a fran-
chise-record 257 homers, is
0-6 in winner-take-all play-
off games at home since
2000.

Even a day earlier, Rays
manager Kevin  Cash
wasn't sure Diaz would
play given how much time
he missed during the sea-
son’s second half.

Diaz returned for the finale
last Sunday at Toronto af-
ter being sidelined since
July 23. He played in just
79 games this season, 22 of
those at first base with 17
starts.

"He probably caught us off
guard a little bit with how
quickly he turned around
over the last five, six days,”
Cash said.

Never one fto shy from the
unorthodox _ the Rays used
four ouffielders against
Matt Olson _ Cash started
Diaz at first to make sure his
best bat against lefties was
in the lineup.

Kiermaier noted Diaz is “just
one of those guys, he just
wakes up out of bed and
rakes. Everyone knows him
for his muscles and what
he can do in the weight
room and stuff like that,
but the guy finds the bar-
rel so much throughout
this whole season, and any
fime we're able to have
him available, we're hap-
py."

Morton, with a career-high
16 wins and his best ERA yet
of 3.05 this season, counted
on his playoff experience
giving him an edge. He
won Game 7 of the ALCS
and World Series for the As-
fros in 2017.

Morton gave up five hits
without an earned run over
five innings. He struck out
four and walked three in his
seventh postseason start
and eighth appearance,
having spent the last two
seasons with Houston.

The right-hander walked
Mark Canha to load the
bases with two outs in the
first before retiring Jurickson
Profar on a flyball and had
already thrown 32 pitches.
Morton  quickly  settled
in and once his turn was
done, the Rays' shutdown
bullpen did the rest.[[]



Bears star Khalil Mack prepares for reunion vs. Raiders

By JOSH DUBOW

AP Pro Football Writer

Khalil Mack delighted the
Oakland Raiders for four
seasons by racking up
sacks, forced fumbles and
other big plays as one of
the NFL's fop defenders.
Now he gefs the chance
to torment them 13 months
after the Raiders traded
their most productive draft
pick of this century to Chi-
cago following a lengthy
confract holdout.
"Vindictiveness. | like that
word," Mack said of his ap-
proach fo Sunday's game
in London for the Bears (3-
1) against Oakland (2-2).
"Yeah. Yeah. | mean, that's
the whole point man. You
can't play this game with
too much emotion, man.
Ultimately, | try to stay fo-
cused on the task at hand
and understanding the situ-
ation and understanding
what they're going to be
thinking that | feel. But ulti-
mately, I'm going to go out
there and do whatldo and
that's play football and
love the game that | play.
You know what | meane"
The Raiders draffed Mack
fifth overall in 2014, a round
before taking quarterback
Derek Carr. The two be-
came fight and vowed 1o
bring Oakland back to re-
spectability after years of
losing.

They managed to put tfo-
gether a 12-win season in
2016 when Mack won AP
Defensive Player of the
Year and Carr was an MVP
candidate. But Carr broke
his leg in the penultimate
game of the regular seo-
son and Oakland lost in the
wild-card round fto Hous-
ton.

The Raiders stumbled to a
6-10 record the following
year and Mack then held
out of training camp in the
first season under coach
Jon Gruden while seek-
ing a long-term contract
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Minnesota Vikings quarterback Kirk Cousins (8) fumbles the ball as he is sacked for a 7-yard loss
by Chicago Bears outside linebacker Khalil Mack, right, during the second half of an NFL football
game Sunday, Sept. 29, 2019, in Chicago. The Bears recovered the fumble.

and ultimately was traded
to the Bears for a pack-
age that included two first-
round picks.

"That's my brother, | love
him fo death, everyone
knows that," Carr said. "He's
one of my best friends. We'll
be friends when we are all
old and hopefully him with
kids. I'm trying to nudge him
in that direction, but this
week it's different. We are
competing against each
other."

Carr knows it won't be easy
dealing with Mack, who is
a menace as a pass rush-
er. He has 17 sacks and 10
forced fumbles since join-
ing the Bears last season
compared to a Raiders de-
fense that has just 18 sacks
and eight forced fumbles
from the entire unit.

As challenging as the
matchup will be, Carr views
it as no different than when
he faces other great pass
rushers such as Denver's
Von Miller.

"I'm not going to be drop-
ping back looking at Khalil.
| don't drop back and look

at Von, sometimes those
guys just make great plays
that's why they are Hall of
Fame players,” he said.
"You just have to drop
back, be on time with your
throws and get the ball out,
whether it's down the field,
whether it's intermediate
or short, whatever the play
dictates.”

Here are some other things
to watch:

FEATURED BACK

The Raiders furned the first
pick they got for Mack into
running back Josh Jacobs,
who is making a big im-
pact as a rookie. Jacobs
has rushed for 307 yards
and two TDs, added three
catches for 57 yards and
leads all rookies in yards
from scrimmage after four
weeks.

"l think both teams are win-
ning the frade," Carr said.
"I think if you can get Khalil
Mack on your team, you're
winning, and if you can get
Josh Jacobs on your team,
you're winning. | think that's
the best way to do it."
CHASE'S CHANCE

Associated Press

With quarterback Mitchell
Trubisky unavailable be-
cause of a left shoulder in-
jury, Chase Daniel willmake
his third start in two seasons
with Chicago. The 10-year
veteran completed 22 of
30 passes for 195 yards and
a 10-yard touchdown to
Tarik Cohen.

Daniel combined fo go 53
of 76 with 515 yards, three
fouchdowns and two inter-
ceptions in two starts last
season _ a win at Detroit
and loss at the New York
Giants.

"You know, we played a
good game with him last
week," said Allen Robinson,
who had seven catches
for 77 yards last week. "So |
mean he's a guy we're fo-
miliar with, that we've goft-
fen rep before, so it's not
like it's an unfamiliar face."
MAN IN THE MIDDLE

The Raiders have a big
hole in the middle of their
defense after middle line-
backer Vontaze Burfict was
suspended for the rest of
the season for a helmet-to-
helmet hit last week against
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Indianapolis' Jack Doyle.
Burfict was brought in for his
deep knowledge of coor-
dinator Paul Guenther's de-
fense and had helped the
team cut down on com-
munications  breakdowns
that were too frequent last
year. With Burfict gone, Ta-
hir Whitehead will take over
as signal caller.

DEPTH ON DEFENSE

The Bears showed last
week their defense can
work even though they
were missing starters Akiem
Hicks (knee), Roquan Smith
(personal reasons) and Bilal
Nichols (broken hand).
Chicago held Dalvin Cook
tfo 35 yards after he ran
for a league-leading 375
through the first three
games and sacked Kirk
Cousins six times. Nick Wil-
licms and Roy Robertson-
Harris combined for 3%
sacks, and linebacker Nick
Kwiatkoski had one.
LONDON CALLING

The Raiders have been fre-
qguent international travel-
ers in recent years, moving
five home games out of the
counftry in the past six sea-
sons. While they split their
two contests in Mexico City
in 2016 and '17, London
hasn't been nearly as kind
fo them.

They lost 38-14 to Miami in
2014 and fired coach Den-
nis Allen right after that.
They lost 27-3 to Seattle last
season when they spent
most of the week back
home before arriving two
days before the game.
This year, Gruden opted to
spend the entire week in
London.

"I learned a valuable les-
son that we needed a litfle
more time to get acclimat-
ed," Gruden said. "I'm used
fo playing home games at
home, so | made a mistake
and fried fo correct it this
year.

Hopefully it shows on the
field."d
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St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington watches the game-winning goal by Washington
Capitals’ Jakub Vrana, of the Czech Republic, during the overtime of an NHL hockey game,
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019, in St. Louis. The Capitals won 3-2.

Associated Press

Capitals beat Stanley Cup
champ Blues in OT in opener

By The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jakub Vrana scored at 2:51 of overtime to give the Washington Capi-
tals a 3-2 victory over the Stanley Cup champion St. Louis Blues on Wednesday night in
the opener for both feams.

Vrana beat Jordan Binnington with a wrist shot to the upper corner for his first point in
five career games against the Blues.

Alex Ovechkin and Dmitry Orlov also scored, and Braden Holtby made 21 saves for the
Capitals.

Sammy Blais and Alex Pietrangelo scored for the Blues, and Binnington made 31 saves.
The Blues raised their Stanley Cup banner during a pregame ceremony that featured
a video of members of the team celebrating with the cup during the offseason and
highlights of the postseason run.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, SENATORS 3

TORONTO (AP) _ Auston Mafthews scored twice in Toronto's four-goal second period
against Oftawa.

Matthews gave Toronto a 3-2 lead at 8:02 of the second and made it 4-2 on a power
play with 5:10 left in the period. He has nine goals and two assists in the four season-
opening games, starting with a four-goal game against the Senators in his NHL debut in
2016.

llya Mikheyev had a goal and an assist in his NHL debut, Frederik Gauthier and Trevor
Moore also scored, and Frederik Andersen stopped 23 shofs.

Scott Sabourin scored in his NHL debut for Ottawa, Brady Tkachuk, and Bobby Ryan
added goals, and Craig Anderson made 37 saves. Former Toronto assistant D.J. Smith
made his debut as an NHL head coach.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, SHARKS 1

LAS VEGAS (AP) _ Reilly Smith had two goals, Cody Glass scored the first of his career
and Vegas beat San Jose in the opener for both teams.

Mark Stone also scored for the Golden Knights. Marc-Andre Fleury made 21 saves o
earn the win in the 799th game of his career.

Fleury, now in his 16th season, improved fto 10-5-0 in openers. The victory tied him with
Curtis Joseph (10-2-0) and Martin Brodeur (10-5-3) for the most season-opening wins in
NHL history.

Vegas, which will play in San Jose on Friday, improved to 6-1-2 all-time against the Sharks
in the regular season.

Marcus Sorensen scored for San Jose. Martin Jones made 31 saves.

OILERS 3, CANUCKS 2

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) _ Leon Draisaitl had a goal and two assists, Connor McDavid
snapped a third-period fie and Edmonton topped Vancouver in Dave Tippett's debut
as Oilers coach.

McDavid broke a 2-all deadlock with 5% minutes to play, splitting the defense before
beating goalie Jacob Markstrom on a strong solo effort.

Zack Kassian also scored for the Oilers. Mike Smith made 31 saves in his first game with
Edmonton.

Alexander Edler and Tanner Pearson had the goals for the Canucks, who won their pre-
vious five openers.]

Naomi Osaka of Japan spins her racquet as she waits for a serve
from Alison Riske of the United States during their third round of
the women's singles match in the China Open tennis tournament
in Beijing, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019.

Associated Press

Osaka reaches

quarterfinals

at China Open

BEUJING (AP) — Naomi Osa-
ka won the final 10 games
of the match and beat Ali-
son Riske 6-4, 6-0 Thursday
fo reach the quarterfinals
af the China Open.

The two-fime Grand Slam

champion from Japan
served seven aces and
stretched  her  winning

streak seven matches.
“Today | was kind of happy
because the first set was
really tight. | was thinking
that it's been a while since
I've kind of had to be re-
ally serious,” Osaka said.
“It seemed like she was the
type that would use my
pace, especially on the
forehand. | just tried not to
give her too much.”

Osaka will next face Bian-
ca Andreescu in a meeting
of the last two U.S. Open
champions. The Canadian
easily defeated American
qualifier Jennifer Brady 6-1,
6-3.

Osaka called Andreescu
"an amazing player.”

| feel like she's doing bet-
ter than | was last year, so
it's all cool,” Osaka said.
“I have to learn from her,
too.”

Defending champion
Caroline  Wozniacki also
advanced to the quarter-
finals, beating Katerina Sin-
iakova 7-5, 6-4.

“I' was trying fo stay aggres-
sive. | was frying fo move
the ball around a lot,” the
16th-seeded Wozniacki
said. "I think | was successful
most of the fime, but there

was a couple of games
where she played good or
| played a little sloppy.”
Also, Daria Kasatkina beat
Ekaterina Alexandrova 6-4,
6-3.

In the men’s draw, John Is-
ner hit 21 aces in a 7-6 (3),
7-5 victory over Dan Evans.
The American will next
face Stefanos Tsitsipas in
the quarterfinals. The third-
seeded Greek came back
from a set down to de-
feat defending champion
Nikoloz Basilashvili 4-6, 6-3,
6-2.

“In the second and third
sets, | felt really comfort-
able,” Tsitsipas said. "l re-
turned well, served well
and did everything well.”
Also, Alexander Zverev
beat Felix Auger Aliassime
6-3, 6-1, and Sam Querrey
defeated Diego Schwartz-
man 7-6 (2), 6-7 (6), 6-3.
Top-seeded Dominic Thiem
will play Andy Murray on Fri-
day. Murray won consecu-
tive singles matches in Bei-
jing for the first time since
undergoing hip surgery in
January.[

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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Golovkin puts Canelo in past, eyes Derevyanchenko at Garden

By BRIAN MAHONEY

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Gen-
nadiy Golovkin is infrigued
by fighting outside the
U.S. and in another weight
class.

Whether it's boxing or busi-
ness, Triple G seems inter-
ested in just about every-
thing _ except Canelo Al-
varez.

With that chapter of his
career in the past _ and
unclear if it will ever reap-
pear _ Golovkin is focused
only on the opportunity in
his present.

The longtime middleweight
champion can regain one
of his old belts when he fac-
es Sergiy Derevyanchenko
on Saturday night at Madi-
son Square Garden.

At stake is the IBF fitle that
both Golovkin (39-1-1, 35
KOs) and Alvarez previ-
ously held. Both ended up
being forced to vacate it
when they wouldn't make
matches with  Derevy-
anchenko (13-1, 10 KOs),
but Triple G is eager to take
him on this fime in a bout
that will stream on DAZN.
"Please guys, if you like real
fight, don’t miss this fight,”
Golovkin said.

It's his second bout with
frainer Johnathon Banks
since the two matches with
Alvarez, the first a draw and
the second a narrow loss
that was the first of his ca-
reer following a record 20
consecutive middleweight

In this Aug. 22, 2019, file photo, Kazakhstan’s Gennady Golovkin, left, and Ukraine’s Sergiy
Derevyanchenko, pose for photos after a news conference at New York’s Madison Square Garden.

fitle defenses. There's been
little progress toward a third
meeting, in part because
Golovkin isn't interested in
returning fo Las Vegas due
fo his disappointment in the
judges’ scoring of the fights.
Title or not, he appears as
popular as ever with his
fans, who believe he won
one if not both the fights,
and plenty of them will be
in the crowd for Golovkin’s
seventh fight at Madison
Square Garden.

The fighter widely known as
Gennady before deciding
fo go with the spelling on
his birth certificate will have
options afterward at 160

or 168 pounds should he
decide to move up, which
he said would be only tem-
porary. The Kazakhstan na-
tive thinks he might have
the opportunity to take his
Big Drama Show around
the world thanks to DAZN's
availability in other coun-
tries. "We have a lot of dif-
ferent things to talk about,”
Golovkin said through an
interpreter. “We have a lot
of interesting subjects, top-
ics, and you asking about
Canelo tells something
about you as journalists.
Explore better options. Ask
more interesting questions.
| think it's your problem,

Associated Press

not mine.” Alvarez is chal-
lenging light heavyweight
champion Sergey Kovalev
next month, having been
stripped of the IBF title when
he didn't make a deal to
fight Derevyanchenko, the
mandatory challenger.
The same thing happened
last year to Golovkin when
he refused a bout with the
Ukrainian after the initial
date for his rematch with
Alvarez  was  scrapped
when the Mexican failed a
drug fest.

Derevyanchenko then
went on fo fight Danny Jo-
cobs for the vacant belf,
losing by split decision. The

fact that he's getting an-
other chance with just one
bout since makes it appear
that he benefited from
some boxing legal maneu-
vering, but his handlers say
he's worthy of this fight no
matter how he gof it.
“Anybody that says that he
doesn’t deserve to be here
again, to put it in sort of a
slang way, is a hater,” said
Keith Connolly, his man-
ager. “He deserves to be
here, he deserves every
penny that he's making
and | think he'll show that
Saturday night.”
Derevyanchenko, now
based in Brooklyn, had
more than 400 amateur
fights before finding frou-
ble landing work as a pro.
Connolly said he'll be in a
position to earn $10 million
or more for his next fight
should he upset Golovkin.
“Saturday night, I'm ready
for rock and roll,” Derevy-
anchenko said.

Golovkin is the rock star on
the card, the one DAIZN
signed to a multifight deal
after previously signing Al-
varez, with the expectation
the mere hope of a third
bout would sell plenty of
subscriptions.

The possibility  remains,
though Golovkin has more
to do at 37 than wait
around. He'll have four
fights remaining on his
DAIZN deal, and even talk-
ed of three of them coming
in 2020.41

Chloe Kim

Continued from Page 17

It's not to say she dislikes
snowboarding. It's her life,
and she wouldn't have it
any other way.

But at 19, and with a mul-
fitude of Winter X-Games
fittes, world champion-
ships and the Olympic gold
medal already on her re-
sume, this felt like the per-
fect fime to take a break,
let her body heal and “dip
my toes into that chapter
of my life.”

“I need some Chloe time,
| need to be a human,
need to be a normal kid for
once,"” she explained in the
video posted. “Because |
haven't done that at any
pointin my life.”

The arc of Kim's snow-
boarding career has been
told and retold, especially
in the build-up to her Olym-
pic victory in her parents’
homeland of South Korea.
By the time she was 7, she
was winning contests. Af
age 8, she was living in
Switzerland to begin train-
ing to eventually become
the most dominant female
snowboarder in the history
of the sport. Untfil this fall
at Princeton, homeschool-
ing had kept her out of the
classroom since seventh
grade, "which is terrifying,”
she said on the video.

In a different video posted
last month, she spoke of
the difficulties of starting
college, of hearing the

In this July 11, 2019, file photo, Olympic champion snowboarder
Chloe Kim arrives at the Kids’ Choice Sports Awards in Santa

Monica, Cadlif.

whispers and seeing the
phones come out when
she steps intfo the dining
hall _ of being a celebrity
when she really just wanfts
to be a college kid.

Associated Press

Given the way Kim has
obliterated the field over
the years _ she became
the first woman tfo land
back-to-back 1080-de-
gree spins in her Olympic

run, then followed that with
a first-of-its-kind frontside,
double-cork 1080 _ there's
no huge concern that tak-
ing a year off will draw her
closer to the field.

But in the frue spirit of snow-
boarding, Kim has always
less about the scoreboard,
and more about being the
best she can be.

She said she did the video
to give her fans an update,
but also to offer some ad-
vice to anyone facing a
crossroads in their lives.

“I really think it's ‘Follow
your gut, ftrust yourself
and do what makes you
happy,'” Kim said. “And |
think right now, at this point
in my life, this is what will
make me the happiest,
and it'll be good for me as
a person.”
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Big Tech's eco-pledges aren't slowing its pursuit of Big Oil

BY MATT O'BRIEN

AP Technology Writer
Employee activim and
outside  pressure  have

pushed big tech compo-
nies like Amazon, Microsoft
and Google info promising
fo slash their carbon emis-
sions. But there's another
thing these tech giants
aren't cutting: Their grow-
ing business fies to the oil
and gas industry.

When Microsoft held an
all-staff meeting in Septem-
ber, an employee asked
CEO Satya Nadella if it
was ethical for the com-
pany to be selling ifs cloud
computing services to fossil
fuel companies, accord-
ing to two other Microsoft
employees who described
the exchange on condition
they not be named. Such
partnerships, the worker
fold Nadella, were accel-
erating the oil companies'
greenhouse gas emissions.
Microsoft and other tech
giants have been compet-
ing with one another to
strike lucrative partnerships
with ExxonMobil, Chevron,
Shell, BP and other energy
firms, in many cases sup-
plying them not just with
remote data storage but
also artificial intelligence
fools for pinpointing better
drilling spofts or speeding up
refinery production.

The oil and gas industry is
spending roughly $20 bil-
lion each year on cloud
services, which accounts
for about 10% of the total
cloud market, according
to Vivek Chidambaram,
a managing director of
Accenture's energy con-
sultancy. It's not yet clear
whether the exfraction in-
dustry is getting its money's
worth, although experts
remain bullish about the
application of advanced
technology to oil and gas
exploration.

Nadella sought to assuage
employee concerns at the
September 12 meeting,
first by reiterating Micro-
soft's internal efforts on en-
vironmental sustainability,
according to the workers,
who asked for anonymity
because they feared re-
taliation for speaking about
an internal meeting. The
employees said Nadella
also defended Microsoft's

LEADING FOR

In this Friday, Sept. 20, 2019 file photo, Amazon workers begin to gather in front of the Spheres,

participating in the climate strike in Seattle.

energy parfners, pointing
out their investments in re-
searching and developing
more sustainable energy
production methods.
"There's no fossil fuel CEO
who sits there and says, 'You
know, I'm just gonna deny
climate change,” Nadella
said, according to the em-
ployees' franscript of his re-
marks. "If anything, they're
all saying, 'Let us have, in
fact, the regulation, the
pricing mechanisms that
get us to this future.™
Microsoft  said in an
emailed statement Tues-
day that it is "focused on
helping companies of all
kinds become more ef-
ficient, including energy
companies." It declined to
comment on Nadella's re-
marks, which were part of
a regularly scheduled "all-
hands" gathering in which
the CEO welcomes ques-
fions on a range of topics.
Less than a week after that
exchange and days before
a planned worldwide pro-
test over climate change
., Microsoft announced yet
another major deal for its
Azure cloud computing
platform — this fime with
Chevron and oilfield servic-
es giant Schlumberger. The
fiming of the announce-
ment ahead of the climate
protest and United Nations

climate action meetings
angered some environ-
mentally-minded Microsoft
workers and caught the at-
tention of outsiders.

"It is unconscionable that
amid global climate pro-
tests, tech giants like Micro-
soft are announcing major
partnerships with Big Oil"
said Democratic presiden-
fial candidate and Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders,
in a tweet that coincided
with  the September 20
global climate strike . "We
must hold them account-
able, demand they break
ties with the fossil fuel in-
dustry, and move rapidly to
sustainable energy."
Echoing that message was
a small group of Micro-
soft employees who car-
ried cardboard signs to
a lunchtime protest that
day outfside of Microsoft's
headquarters in Redmond,
Washington. "No Azure For
Oil," said one of the signs.
After months of employee
activism, Amazon CEO Jeff
Bezos said he was pushing
his company to the fore-
front on sustainability, com-
mitting it to have 100% of
its energy use come from
solar panels and other re-
newable energy by 2030.
But he also defended Am-
azon's work with the oil and
gas industry , arguing that

Associated Press

"we need o help them in-
stead of vilify them."

Some experts say Al and
cloud services could actu-
ally play a role in curbing
emissions.

Denying cloud computing
services to the oil and gas
industry would do little to
address the bigger prob-
lem of the world's ongoing
dependence on fossil fuels,
said Aseem Prakash, direc-
tor of the Center for Envi-
ronmental Politics aft the
University of Washington.
"We would not want fo
collapse the fossil fuel in-
dustry," Prakash said. "We
would want a soft landing."
If anything, he said, an oil
company's shift fo another
company's cloud platform
may have some environ-
mental benefits because it
is more efficient than run-
ning ifs digital operations
on its own servers. Driving
down costs could also help
open the door to invest-
ments in other, less pollut-
ing methods for generating
energy.

It's less clear whether Al is
mitigating pollution or wors-
ening it. In their pitches to
work with oil and gas com-
panies, cloud providers
such as Amazon and Micro-
soft have boasted of ad-
vanced machine-learning
tools that can sift through

huge troves of geologic
and seismic data to help
make  decisions about
where to extract resources.
IDC oil analyst Gaurav Ver-
ma said Al is a crifical tech-
nology for oil and gas com-
panies that want to learn
from that data to study oil
reservoirs or predict when
maintenance is needed on
a pipeline.

Earlier this year, ExxonMo-
bil struck a deal to tap into
Microsoft's technology to
capitalize on the shale oll
boom in Texas and New
Mexico. Microsoft has said
that real-fime data collect-
ed from a region spanning
hundreds of miles would en-
able ExxonMobil "to make
faster and better decisions"”
on drilling and well comple-
fion and support produc-
tion growth by as much as
50,000 oil-equivalent bar-
rels per day by 2025.

An unsigned statement
from Microsoft's protesting
workers said they've been
"made complicit" by fthe
company's role in warming
the planet.

"Microsoft makes millions
of dollars in profits by help-
ing fossil fuel companies
extract more oil," the state-
ment said.

But it's not clear if tech gi-
ants are actually helping
that much — in part be-
cause they may be over-
stating their own role in
fransforming Big Oil with Al.
"The sundae they're selling
is the cloud," said Chidam-
baram, the Accenture an-
alyst. "The cherries they're
putting on it is the analyt-
ics." Chidambaram said
that's because oil industries
are still cagey about shar-
ing what they know about
underground reserves and
don't want third parties an-
alyzing that data.
Chidambaram said in the
long run, however, Al could
actually help meet climate
goals. For example, ma-
chines that can capture
better data and quickly an-
alyze it could also help de-
tect and reduce the leak-
age of methane from wells
and pipelines, a significant
confributor to greenhouse
gas emissions.

"Data can be used in many
ways," he said. "lt's about
how it's being used."
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In this Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019, photo, an electrician works at a car wash in North Andover, Mass.

Drop in U.S. service sector
activity raises economic concerns

By BANI SAPRA

AP Business Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Growth in the U.S. econo-
my’'s vast services sector
slowed sharply in Septem-
ber to its lowest point in
three years, suggesting that
the Trump administration’s
frade conflicts and rising
uncertainty are weakening
the bulk of the economy.
The Institute for Supply
Management, an associa-
tion of purchasing manag-
ers, said Thursday that its
non-manufacturing index
sank fo 52.6 from 56.4 in
August.

Readings above 50 signal
growth, but September’s
figures are the lowest since
August 2016.

The report renewed wor-
ries of an economic slow-
down and caused alarm
among stock traders. The
Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage fell more than 200
points immediately after
the ISM released ifs report
at 10 a.m. Eastern time, be-
fore recovering all its losses
later.

The downshift in the servic-
es sector, which accounts
for more than two-thirds
of U.S. economic activ-
ity, coincides with a U.S.-
China trade war that has
been squeezing American
manufacturers. The servic-
es sector has so far mainly
weathered those pressures.
But slower global growth,
rising trade tensions and

persistent uncertainties
may now spill into services
industries.

Sales, new orders and em-
ployment all weakened
last month, and companies
that were surveyed by ISM
expressed concerns about
tariffs. Economists say a
drop in the employment
measure of ISM’s index to
50.4, its lowest level since
February 2014, is a particu-
lar cause for concern.

“The most concerning part
of the survey was on the
employment side, where
the index dropped from
53.1 to 50.4, just barely in-
dicating growth,” a note

from Confingent Macro
Research said.
Survey respondents sug-

gested that a fightening
workforce was intensifying
competition for qualified
employees.

But Ben May, an econo-
mist at Oxford Economics,
said that weaker employ-
ment was also likely due, at
least in part, to heightened
economic uncertainty
and global manufacturing
weakness. May added that
this would likely spill over to
hurt other areas in the U.S.
economy.

“If softer and more uncer-
fain economic prospects
are the cause of weaker
labor demand, any em-
ployment downturn is more
likely to be accompanied
by weaker consumer sen-
timent and slower wage

Associated Press

and investment,” May said
in aresearch note.
Economic growth in recent
months has been driven,
even more than usual, by
consumer spending as
businesses have slowed
their expansion and invest-
ment because of Trump’s
trade conflicts.

But with the administro-
tion’s tariffs beginning to hit
consumer goods from Chi-
na and Europe, the forces
that are hammering man-
ufacturing are threaten-
ing to weaken household
spending, the U.S. econo-
my'’s primary fuel.

“The next few months will
be a test of the U.S. con-
sumers’ confidence in
the face of recession-talk
headlines, the next round
of tariffs impacting con-
sumer goods, financial
market volatility and the
latest political uncertainty
in Washington,” said Kse-
nia Bushmeneva, an econ-
omist at TD Economics..

In this Saturday, Feb. 27, 2016 file photo, Mo’ne Davis, 14, of
Philadelphia, signs an autograph for a fan on the cover of Sports
lllustrated magazine at PNC Field in Moosic, Pa.

Associated Press

Sports lllustrated, under
new management,

cuts staff jobs

By TALI ARBEL

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Sports
lllustrated’'s new manag-
er said Thursday that the
65-year-old sports maga-
zine is cutting more than 40
jobs out of a staff of 150.
Maven, the company now
managing the magazine,
will add 200 contractors to
cover college and profes-
sional sports teams, said
Maven spokesman Greg
Witter. These people are
“"independent publish-
ers, confractors” but “sfill
professional journalists,”
he said. Maven struck a
licensing deal in June fo
operate Sports lllustrated
with the magazine’'s new
owner, branding company
Authentic Brands Group.
Magazine publisher Mere-
dith, which earlier this year
sold Sports lllustrated to Au-
thentic Brands for $110 mil-
lion, was initially supposed
fo run the magazine's print
edition and website.

Sports lllustrated’s  new

CEO, Ross Levinsohn, is the
former publisher of the Los
Angeles Times and a con-
froversial figure who was
investigated on  sexual
harassment allegations.
He was cleared of wrong-
doing by the company,
then called Tronc, that
had owned the paper. He
is a frequent collabora-
tor with Maven’s CEO, Jim
Heckman, a media entre-
preneur. Heckman said
in a brief June interview
with The Associated Press
that Sports lllustrated is “an
important treasure for the
country. We're going to in-
vest intfo that tfreasure.” He
said the primary focus was
investment in fechnology
for the brand.l
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EU court: Facebook can be forced to remove
content worldwide

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro-
pean Union’s highest court
ruled Thursday that indi-
vidual member countries
can force Facebook to
remove what they regard
as unlawful material from
the social network all over
the world _ a decision ex-
perts say could hinder free
speech online and put
a heavy burden on tech
companies.

The European Court of
Justice ruling, which can-
not be appealed, is seen
as a defeat for Facebook
and other online platforms
and widens the divide over
how heavily Europe and
the U.S. seek to regulate
technology giants.

“It really unleashes a whole
new gamut of risk and wor-
ries for Facebook in the
EU,” said Wedbush Secu-
rifies managing director
Daniel Ives.

Ruling in the case of an
Austrian  politician ~ who
objected to what she re-
garded as a libelous news
story, the European court
said Internet companies
can be forced to take ac-
tion worldwide to remove
objectionable material
when ordered to do so by
a court in an EU country.
Facebook already re-
moves or otherwise restricts
photos and other posts in
any given country if the
material violates that na-
tion’s laws, such as anti-
government comments
in countries where that is
illegal . But the new ruling
means Facebook would
have to make such mate-
rial inaccessible globally.
Facebook charged that
the decision "“undermines
the longstanding principle
that one country does not
have the right to impose its
laws on speech on another
country.”

While lawmakers in the U.S.
are considering tighter reg-
ulafion of Facebook and
other tech giants, politi-
cians in Europe have gone
much further on a variety
of fronts, including passing
stricter data privacy laws in
2018.

“This shows a sharpening
divide between the way

This July 16, 2013, file photo, shows a sign at Facebook head-
quarters in Menlo Park, Calif. Facebook says it has suspended
tens of thousands of apps made by about 400 developers as
part of an investigation following the Cambridge Analytica

scandal.

the EU is handling privacy
and data content versus
the US.,” Wedbush's Ives
said. "It poses broader risks
for the likes of Google and
other big tech companies
as the ‘Brussels versus tech’
battle continues to take

hold.”
Eva Glawischnig-Piesc-
zek, former chairwoman

of Austria’s Green Party,
had sued Facebook in her
home country to remove a
news story that she consid-
ered libelous and insulting
and could be viewed glob-
ally. An Austrian court ruled
in her favor. The country’s
fop court then asked the
EU to weigh in.

The same EU court ruled
last month that the Euro-
pean Union's “right fo be
forgoften” rules _ which al-
low people to ask search
engines like Google to
remove outdated or em-

Associated Press

bossing links about them-
selves, even if they are frue
_ do not apply outside the
28-nation bloc.

Thursday'’s ruling is likely to
encourage internet plat-
forms to step up their efforts
fo monitor user content.
Activists at the European
Digital Rights organization
said that instead of hiring
more ‘“content modera-
fors,” companies like Face-
book might have to rely
on automatic filters. And
those, they warned, might
be unable to distinguish
between legal and illegal
content.

The Computer & Commu-
nications Industry Associa-
tion, a lobbying group that
includes Amazon, Face-
book and Google, said the
ruling could infringe on the
right to free speech.

“The ruling essentially al-
lows one country or region
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to decide what Internet us-
ers around the world can
say and what information
they can access,” said
CCIA Europe senior man-
ager Victoria de Posson.]
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Fur seal moms, pups find refuge on steaming Alaska volcano

By DAN JOLING
Associated Press
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— Alaska’s northern fur seal
population for three de-
cades has been classified
as depleted, but the ma-
rine mammals are show-
ing up in growing numbers
at an unlikely location _ a
tiny island that forms the tip
of an active undersea vol-
cano.

Vents on Bogoslof Island
continue to spew mud,
stfeam and sulfurous gases
two years after an erup-
fion sent ash clouds into
the path of jetliners passing
over the Bering Sea. Still,
northern fur seal moms find
the remote island’s rocky
beaches perfect for giving
birth and mothering pups.
“The population growth of
northern fur seals on Bo-
goslof has been extraor-
dinary,” said Tom Gelatt,
who leads a NOAA Fisheries
group that studies northern
fur seals. Federal scientists
visited the island in August.
Geographically speaking,
the island is not a particu-
larly unusual place for the
seals known for their thick
coats to hang out. Most
of the world’s roughly 1.1
milion northern fur seals
breed in the eastern Ber-
ing Sea. The animals live in
the ocean from November
fo June and head for land
in summer to breed and
nurse pups.

But why the seals chose
volatile Bogoslof over the
dozens of other uninhab-
ited Aleutian Islands is un-
clear.

“The surface is covered
with  these big, ballistic
blocks, some as big as 10
meters (33 feet) in length
that were exploded out of
the vent,” said Chris Way-
thomas, a U.S. Geological
Survey research geophysi-
cist at the Alaska Volcano
Observatory. “They litter

-

This August 2019 photo released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries
(NOAA) shows a mature northern fur seal standing on a beach on Bogoslof Island, Alaska.
Associated Press

the surface. It's pretty wild.”
The eastern Bering Sea pop-
ulation of northern fur seals
numbers about 635,000,
with their main breeding
ground on St. Paul Island,
240 miles (390 kilometers)
northwest of Bogoslof. A
California stock in the San
Miguel, Channel and Faral-
lon Islands is estimated at
about 14,000 animals. Oth-
er northern fur seals live in
Russian waters, though it's
unclear how many.

Fur seals were first spotted
on Bogoslof in 1980, and
NOAA researchers have
since conducted periodic
checks on the population.
In 2015, biologists estimat-

Serving Men - Cou
Bachaior Party Speciakend,
e best in he Ganbbean

- Women - All Genders

Il: 565-9535

ed an annual growth rate
of just over 10% to approxi-
mately 28,000 pups on the
island. The 2019 estimate
likely will be more than
36,000 pups, Gelatt said.
Food in the deep water
near the island could be a
factor.

The animals stay on beach-
es, but on Bogoslof _ which
is about a third the size of
New York City's Cenfral
Park _ they are never far
from signs of volcanic ac-
tivity.

The center of the island
supports a field of fuma-
roles, openings through
which hot gases emerge.
Some roar “like jet engines”
and spurt mud geysers sev-
eral meters high, Waytho-
mas said. He has visited the
last two summers.

“It was amazing, the
sounds that were being
produced,” he said.
Eruptions in 2016 and 2017
showered the landscape
with rocks and killed all
vegetation. They  also
shrank and grew the is-

land. Explosions destroyed
acres of Bogoslof only to
have fragmented material
blown from lava vents cre-
ate new real estate. The
island remains about 0.5
square miles (1.2 square ki-
lometers).

Bogoslof is surrounded by
deep water, and ifs seals
eat squid and northern
smoothtongue, a deep-
water fish that looks like a
smelt. Seals on St. Paul, the
largest of the Pribilof Islands,
forage on the shallow con-
tinental shelf for walleye
pollock, a fish targeted by
commercial fishermen.
Females with pups on Bo-
goslof return from foraging
faster than Pribilof mothers,
possibly allowing their pups
to receive more meals
and wean at a larger size,
Gelatt said. Bogoslof also
is closer to winter feed-
ing grounds south of the
Aleutians, possibly allowing
pups to reach the grounds
with less risk from Bering Sea
storms.

Northern fur seals are dis-

tinct from harbor, ringed,
bearded, ribbon and spoft-
ted seals in Alaska, which
have no ear flaps. North-
ern fur seals, like sea lions,
are eared seals. They were
named for their concen-
frated fur: Fur seals have
350,000 hairs per square
inch (60,000 hairs per
square centimeter).

The animals have a promi-
nent role in the history of
colonized Alaska. After
hunting sea ofters to near-
extinction, Russian traders
furned to northern fur seals
and relocated Aleuts to
the Pribilofs to kill and pro-
cess seals. When Emperor
Alexander Il needed cash
and decided to sell Alaska
to the United States in 1867,
fur was one of the future
state’s known assets.

But by 1988, four years af-
ter the commercial har-
vest ended on St. Paul, the
northern fur seal popula-
fion had declined by more
than half from its 1950s es-
timated population of 2.1
million animals.

NOAA biologists don't
know why northern fur seals
have not made a come-
back.

“That's the million-dollar
question,”  Gelatt  said.
Competition for prey from
the commercial fishing
fleet, predation by Kkiller
whales, disease and eco-
system changes affecting
seal or prey behavior are
possibilities.

Volcanic activity on Bo-
goslof has been relatively
stable, but Gelaft's crew
chose not to camp there
during their weeklong Au-
gust expedition, fearing a
recurrence of explosions
that could shoot boulders
like boftle rockets. They in-
stead made day trips from
an anchored boat,

The crew tallied seals and
assessed  whether aerial
images taken from un-
manned aircraft could be
used in future counts. As
fewer seals breed on St
Paul Island, the growth on
Bogoslof is significant.
“Barring other future
catastrophic eruptions
that could dramatically
change the geography of
the island, there is plenty of
room for alot more seals on
Bogoslof,” Gelatt said.]
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Ruby Rose ready to defend

Gotham in The CW'’s ‘Batwoman’

By ALICIA RANCILIO
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Ruby
Rose says she went pub-
lic about sustaining serious
injuries  while performing
stunts on her new CW series
“Batwoman” because she
hated that by keeping it
quiet, she was lying.

The actress recently posted
a video of herself under-
going surgery to her Insta-
gram account with a cap-
tion explaining she suffered
two herniated discs while
performing stunt work. Her
spinal cord was in jeopardy
of being severed, and she
was in so much pain that
she says she couldn’t feel
her arms.

Rose said she realized it
was better to be authentic
about what happened, es-
pecially since she's a pub-
lic figure.

“Something that we do as
a society and especially
Hollywood, and that is we
kind of promote this ideal
life,” she said, “Everything
is effortless and it's not, you
know what | mean? | feel
like it's more important to
spread the message that,

actually, we're all just hu-
man beings and we're all
just doing our best and not
kind of make out that it is
something that is so unat-
fainable and so unrealis-
fic.”

Rose, who has experience
with stunt work in films in-
cluding “John Wick: Chap-
ter 2" and “The Meg" now
feels better and is back to
doing stunts, but says the
incident was a good re-
minder that she needed to
slow down.

The 33-year-old’'s casting
in “Batwoman” first made
headlines because it's the
first openly gay superhero
to headline a TV series.
Fans hoping for some ro-
mance will have to be pao-
fient. Rose, who is openly
gay herself, says her char-

acter, Kate Kane, is not
looking for a relationship
right now.

“I don't think that's her pri-
ority right at this minute.
She has just come info her-
self. She's just refurned to
Gotham. She has so much
frauma going on. She's lost
her mom, she’s lost her sis-
ter, she's trying to discover

what she wants to do in her
life,” Rose said.

“She was kicked out of the
military so it's like she's start-
ing from square one, and
then when she discovers a
purpose and that purpose
is fo become Batwoman.”

Rose, however, would love
to see it happen to give the
character some levity.

“I said to Caroline (Dries)
the writer, ‘Let her have
some happiness. She de-
serves happiness. | want her
fo be happy and in love.’
Caroline was like, ‘Yeah,
it doesn't always work out
that way for superheroes
or for people who have to
keep this secret identity’
but we'll see.”

As for the Batwoman cos-
tume _ four-time Academy-
Award winning costume
designer Colleen Atwood
designed the cowl and
cape _Rose says the fittings
were an extensive process.
“It got to the point where
| was like, we're doing a
body scan and we're do-
ing a 3-D scan, we're doing
laser, stand in a room and
there’s 150 million charac-
ters that are going to catch

This Sept. 30, 2019 photo shows actress Ruby Rose posing for
a portrait in New York to promote her CW series “Batwoman,”

premiering on Oct. 6.

every single angle of you
doing every face and | was
just like, '‘Goodness gra-
cious, this is wild,” and then
when you get the suit, you
really realize why,” she said.
“It fits me like a glove in
every single area, in every
movement. It feels like a

Associated Press
second skin so when you
put it on you really kind of
feel like you are unstop-
pable and bullet-proof and
faster and stronger and alll
these things that you're ac-
tually not.”

“"Batwoman” premieres
Oct. 6 on The CW.(J

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP)
— Having played nearly
every corner of the Earth
in a nearly 50-year career,
the rock band Kiss is taking
its show fo a new place
_ under the sea, where
they will perform for great
white sharks and eight fans
separated from them by a
small submarine.

As part of a promotion by
Airbnb, the fans and Kiss
will fravel Nov. 18 in sepa-
rate boats off the coast of
southern Australia.

While Kiss stays above
board on one vessel, the
fans will be lowered be-
neath the surface of the
water from a second boat
info the viewing sub in an
area known for shark ac-
tivity.

Using underwater speak-

Jumping the shark?
Kiss will play for them in the ocean

ers, Kiss will begin playing,
and the sound will be au-
dible to the submerged
fans and the sharks.

“I was a little taken aback
by it, but they explained
that sharks are attracted
to low frequencies and so
they're attracted to rock
‘n’ roll,” singer and guitar-
ist Paul Stanley told The As-
sociated Press.

“Since we're going to be in
Australia, it gives a whole
new meaning to doing a
concert down under.”

The first-come, first-served
event costs $50, which is
half the price of Kiss tick-
ets in even the worst nose-
bleed seats in the last row
at Madison Square Gar-
den.

Proceeds will go to char-
ity, the company said. Res-
ervations can be made
starting at 6 p.m. EDT on

airbnb.com/KISS on Oct.
14.

The event will take place in
the Indian Ocean off Port
Lincoln, South Australia.
Kiss will be in full makeup
and costumes for the per-
formance, which will be at
least four songs.

“I'm not sure how much
of us the sharks can take,”
Stanley said. “I'm hoping
they know ‘Rock And Roll
All Nite."”

Stanley said Kiss bassist
Gene Simmons has recov-
ered affer having some
kidney stones removed
recently, and should be
ready to perform well be-
fore the shark show.

“| tend to think he just ate
gravel,” Stanley joked.

The event is part of Airbnb
Animal Experiences, and is
designed to have people
entertain animals instead

File, in this Aug. 29, 2019 file photo, KISS performs at the the
Riverbend Music Center in Cincinnati. In front from left are
Gene Simmons, Tommy Thayer and Paul Stanley. Eric Singer is
in the back on drums.

of the other way around,
the company said in a
news release.

As strange as it sounds, un-
derwater concerts are not
new.

The Underwater Music Fes-
fival has been held for the
past 35 years in the Florida
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Keys.
The shark show has un-
tapped potential if they
want to do it again some-
time.
After all, what other con-
cert could potentially
bring together Great
White and Air Supply2]
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Banderas as Aimodovar is a friumph of subtlety, wit

By JOCELYN NOVECK

AP National Writer

“Don’'t get that storyteller
look,” film director Salva-
dor Mallo's elderly mother
admonishes him at one
point in “Pain and Glory."”
It's hard not to chuckle,
because the character
is a thinly veiled stand-in
for Pedro Almodovar him-
self _ the film's director, of
course, but also one of the
great storytellers in cinema
tfoday.

Mallo’s mother is telling her
son that she doesn't want
to be fodder for his films. But
as Almoddvar's many fans
well know, that's impos-
sible; the Spanish legend
has used his late mother,
his childhood, his craft, his
sexuality and almost every-
thing else about his life to
make his brilliantly eclectic
films over the decades.

And here, he's doing it
more than ever. Though
significant parts are fiction-
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This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Antonio Banderas in a scene from “Pain and

Glory,” in theaters on Oct. 4.
alized, "Pain and Glory” is
a deeply personal quasi-
autobiography starring,
happily for us, Antonio
Banderas, Almodovar’s
longtime collaborator.
Though Banderas appar-
ently wears some of the di-
rector’s real clothing, this is
not an exercise in mimicry;
it's an exquisitely lived-in
performance by an actor
who so grasps the essence
of the man he's portraying
that he can be as subtle as
he wants, like the quietest
notes on a finely tuned in-
strument.

The film is basically a dio-
logue between Mallo’s
present and his past, at a
difficult crossroads. He's
achieved fame and wealth
but no longer fits the provo-
cateur label he once had.
He lives alone (in an eye-
popping, art-filled apart-
ment modeled on Aimodo-
var's own). He suffers from
finnitus, migraines, back
pain from a recent opera-
tion, and a disturbing chok-
ing reflex when eating. And
he suffers mentally, too,
from anxiety and depres-
sion, not to mention grief
over the recent death of
his mother.

Worst of all, Mallo is pre-
vented by his physical and
mental aiiments from con-
tinuing fo make movies, the
only pursuit that gives him
meaning. In a fog of pain
medication and regret, he
looks back at his life.

The flashbacks take us to
an  impoverished village

in Valencia where Mallo,
as a young boy (a beauti-
fully expressive Asier Flores),
emigrates with his parents,
forced to make do in a
cave dwelling. His mother,
played by Almodovar’s
luminous longtime muse
Penelope Cruz, is desper-
ate to send her clever son
to school, and arranges for
a scholarship to a religious
seminary.

“I don't want to be a
priest!” the boy cries.

We also see, laterin the film,
the stirrings of the young
boy's first sexual desire;
these unexplained feelings,
provoked by a handsome
young laborer that the boy
is teaching to read and
write, are so overpowering
that they cause little Salvito
to faint. (The brief encoun-
ter will resonate beautifully
_ and heartbreakingly _
later in the movie.)

In the present, we watch
Mallo engage in a series of
meaningful reunions. The
most momentous of these
is with a drug-addicted ac-
tor, Alberto (an arresting,
wild-eyed Asier Etxeandia)
with whom he’s been bit-
terly estranged since Alber-
to starred in one of Mallo’s
flms decades earlier. The
reunion _ necessitated by a
joint invitation to appear at
a retrospective _ somehow
leads to Mallo’s trying her-
oin for the first time, send-
ing him further info a deep
mental fog. (Interestingly,
Banderas and Almodovar
went through their own pe-
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riod of estrangement.)
But  Alberto’s re-emer-
gence will lead to an even
more important reunion
for Mallo, with a longtime
lover (an excellent Leon-
ardo Sparaglia), now living
on another continent. It's
too complicated to explain
how the two find each oth-
er, but this beautifully lay-
ered scene _ happy, mel-
ancholy, wistful _ is one of
Banderas’ most effective.
Then there's a ‘“reunion”
with Mallo’s beloved late
mother, perfectly embod-
ied in old age by 86-year-
old Spanish star Julieta
Serrano, in which the two
come to terms with some
sobering fruths.
Some may find the film too
loosely plotted, a series
of vignetftes more than a
single, fight narrative. But
they only need fo sit back,
listen to the beautiful score
by Alberto Iglesias, and let
Almodovar weave it all to-
gether _ from the first medi-
tative shot of Banderas to
the satisfying surprise of the
ending shot _ as only Almo-
dovar can.
“Pain and Glory,” a Sony
Pictures Classics release,
has been rated R by the
Motion Picture Association
of America “for drug use,
some graphic nudity and
language.” Running fime:
113 minutes. Three and a
half stars out of four.
MPAA Definition of R: Re-
stricted. Under 17 requires
accompanying parent or
adult guardian.(4
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Jaguars owner investing in national Black News Channel

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) —
Jacksonville Jaguars own-
er Shad Khan disclosed
Wednesday that he will be
the majority investor in the
natfion’s only 24-hour news
network aimed at African
American viewers, giving
the network a deep pocket
as it launches next month.
The network has been in
the works for years and an
announcement about ifs
launch was made earlier
this year. But Khan's back-
ing gives it a substantial
boost.

“I am a big believer in the
fact that we have a num-
ber of communities, obvi-
ously especially the African
American, who are un-
derserved,” Khan said in a
phone interview. “We know
the mission, but I'm hoping
that as time goes on this
becomes a bridge to con-
nect all the cultures, includ-
ing obviously south Asian,
which | am. This is a great
worthwhile cause. | want to
see it happen.”

He declined to say how

much he would invest ini-
tially but said it would be
enough to keep the net-
work running for a long
time.

“It's significant, and frankly
it's open ended. The in-
vestment  confinues 1o
make sure that not only
are the bricks and mortar,
the equipment are really
what it takes to make an
excellent product, but also
the people on the air and
the programming costs,”
Khan said. “It's whatever it
takes.”

Khan is worth an estimated
$8 billion and made his for-
tune in the auto equipment
industry. As well as the
Jaguars, he owns Fulham
Football Club of the English
Football League, Four Sea-
sons Hotel Toronto and All
Elite Wrestling.

Former Republican U.JS.
Rep. J.C. Watts, who was
a star quarterback at the
University of Oklahoma in
the 1980s, will be chairman
of the new network. It will
be available via cable and
satellite viewers in 33 million
households.

“When Shad and | were
kids, they had three net-
works in the U.S. and to-
day you have venues that
you can speak fo every
demographic in the coun-
fry in ferms of news, but ...
there's no venue for the
African American commu-
nity to have a dialogue to
talk about cultural things ...
or news in general,” Watts
said in the conference call
with Khan.

“This platform will create
that, and we're tickled that
Shad has chosen to come
alongside us and walk with
us in this effort.”

The network has agree-
ments with Charter Com-
munications, Comcast and
DISH and will be carried in
major African  American
markets such as New York,
Aflanta, New Orleans, Chi-
cago and Los Angeles. The
network is to begin broad-
casting in November and
will be based in Tallahas-
see, Florida's capital, with
bureaus around the coun-
tfry, Watts said.

While Wattsis a Republican,
he said the channel will be

In this Sept. 24, 2017 file photo, Jacksonville Jaguars owner
Shahid Khan stands before an NFL football game against
between the Jaguars and the Baltimore Ravens at Wembley
Stadium in London.

about African American
culture and won't cater to
political ideologies.

Former Democratic Tallo-
hassee Mayor John Marks
is part of its management
team.

“We're not looking to be
Republican or Democrat.
Obviously, there will be cur-
rent affairs, but we are cul-
turally specific to the Afri-
can American community.
MSNBC, Fox News, CNN
_ they may have African
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American faces on their
news shows, but they are
not necessarily covering
the community from a cul-
fural perspective,” Watts
said. “We're not looking to
be left or right.”
He said fopics that have
gone undercovered else-
where will get network at-
tention, including news
about historically black col-
leges and universities and
sickle cell disease, which af-
fects African Americans.]

By LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Robert
De Niro has found himself
in a real-life court drama,
frading dueling lawsuits
with his former assistant
after their decade-long
working relationship went
dreadfully sour.

He's accusing her of mis-
appropriating money. She
says he subjected her to
sexist and harassing com-
ments.

Chase Robinson sued the
76-year-old De Niro Thurs-
day in Manhattan federal
court, seeking $12 million.
The lawsuit came six weeks
after De Niro's company,
Canal Productions, sought
$6 million from Robinson in
state court.

Robinson, who's 37, said
she endured years of gen-
der discrimination and ha-
rassment as De Niro made
sexually charged com-
ments, was verbally abu-
sive and treated her as his
“office wife” while she was
an executive assistant and

Actor Robert De Niro in real-life drama with ex-worker

—
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This combination photo shows Robert De Niro at the Comedy Central roast of Alec Baldwin in
Beverly Hills, Calif., on Sept. 7, 2019, left, and Chase Robinson, a former employee of Robert De

Niro’s company, Canal Productions in New York on Oct. 2, 3019.

eventual Vice President of
Production and Finance.
According to the lawsuit,
he sometimes directed
Robinson to scratch his
back, button his shirts, fix
his collars, tie his ties and
wake him up when he was
in bed after hiring her in
2008 when she was 25 and
aspiring to a career in the
entertainment industry.
“De Niro would unleash

tirades against Ms. Robin-
son _ often while he was
infoxicated _ in which he
denigrated, berated, bul-
lied, and hurled expletives
at her,” the lawsuit said.
“De Niro made vulgar,
inappropriate, and gen-
dered comments to Ms.
Robinson. He would joke
with Ms. Robinson about
his Viagra prescription.”

Canal’s lawsuit alleged
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Robinson misappropriated
hundreds of thousands
of dollars, converted mil-
lions of the company’s
frequent flyer miles for her
personal use, paid herself
from Canal's pefty cash
account for personal and
luxury items and “loafed
during  working  hours,
binge-watching astound-
ing hours of TV shows on
Nefflix.” It said the com-

pany ‘seeks economic
damages from a disloyal
employee who, despite
being in a frusted position,
repeatedly and methodi-
cally abused her position
to misappropriate her em-
ployer's funds and prop-
erty for her personal gain.”
Robinson countered in
her lawsuit that the lawsuit
against her was retaliatory
because it was filed after
she had resigned and in-
formed De Niro's lawyer
that she was considering
a lawsuit to address De
Niro's gender discrimina-
fion and wage violations.
“The lawsuit is replete
with  ‘clickbait’ allega-
tions that falsely charac-
terize Ms. Robinson as a
loafer, a thief, and a mis-
creant. Now, when her
name is Googled, these
allegations pop up on the
screen. The results have
been devastating to Ms.
Robinson. Her reputo-
fion and her career have
been destroyed,” her law-
suit said.(.
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‘Nothing like it:’ Global balloon fiesta ready for liftoff

By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY-
AN

Associated Press
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)
— The sun is close to pop-
ping over the mountain
fop and the hot air bal-
loon pilots are beginning
fo test their propane burn-
ers, beating back what's
left of the darkness and the
crisp morning air with each
quick burst of bright orange
and blue flames.

Fans start to roar, pushing
air info the giant, colorful
envelopes as ground crews
pace along the inflating
fabric, ensuring every inch
is sound as the balloon
takes shape.

The ropes are taught, the
fasteners secure and the
gondolas tip upright with a
strong blast of the burners.
Liffoffl

Hundreds of balloons will be
filling New Mexico's skies on
Saturday at the start of the
annual Albuquerque Inter-
national Balloon Fiesta.
Eljoh Sanchez has wit-
nessed this choreographed
balloon ballet for vyears,
growing up in what many
consider the ballooning
capital of the world. He's
gone from a young wide-
eyed spectator to a teen-
age crew member and
now a licensed balloon pi-
lot.

At 20, he will be among the
youngest to launch when
the fiesta kicks off with its
first mass ascension.

More than 580 pilots and
their teams are registered,
representing 41 U.S. states
and 17 countries. Organiz-
ers are expecting several
hundred thousand visitors

—

Elijah Sanchez monitors the inflation of hot air balloons operated by Rainbow Ryders in Albuquer-
que, N.M,, on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019.

over the course of the nine-
day event.

“Being up in the air is just
the most amazing feeling,”
Sanchez said. “It's a differ-
ent experience every single
fime. It's just amazing see-
ing the beautiful scenery all
around as the sun is com-
ing up. And flying over the
river, it's just amazing.”

The wind patterns over Al-
buquerque create what
pilots refer to as a box. The
wind direction changes
with altitude, meaning pi-
lots can head toward the
open desert beyond the
Rio Grande and then circle
back toward the Sandia
Mountains and the launch
field, giving passengers an
unparalleled view.

It's just as spectacular from

A hot air balloon inflates in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, Oct.

1, 2019.
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the ground, where throngs
of spectators surround the
balloons as they lift off in
waves.

From the balloons swaying
directly overhead to those
floating 1,000 feet (305 me-
ters) in the air, the spray of
colors is overwhelming.
Troy Bradley, an accom-
plished pilot who has been
to more than 40 fiestas and
is one of the ballooning
world’s most prolific record-
sefters, said the first day of
the fiesta is always mind-
blowing.

“I'm still in awe when | see
that many balloons launch-
ing,” Bradley said before
jumping in his gondola.
“There’s just nothing like it in
the world, to see that much
color going info the sky and
how well it's orchestrated.
It's like a fine-tuned ma-
chine.”

During the event, a team
of referees directs traffic on
the sprawling launch field,
their sharp whistles letting
pilots know when it's time
to go or warning spectators
to clear a path.

Another draw is the spe-
cial-shaped balloons. There
are more than 100 this year,
from a family of giant bum-
ble bees to Darth Vader,
outlaw Billy the Kid and a
massive spotted cow.
Albuquerque has hosted
the fiesta since its humble
incepfion in 1972. It has
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grown from a gathering of
only 13 balloons to a major
production that infuses tens
of millions of dollars into the
economy.

Sanchez remembers his
mother taking him to the
fiesta every year when he
was a boy.

They would hit the early

Elijah Sanchez starts a fan to
Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday,

morning ascensions and
then the balloon glows at
night.

When school was in session,
he couldn’t wait for the
weekends to help crew for
a commercial balloon op-
erator. Summer was even
better since he could crew
every day.

“I just fell in love with the
sport,” he said.

Sanchez began studying
for a battery of tests to earn
his private pilot's license.
More fun than driver's ed?

Definitely, he said.

He also worked four jobs to
save up enough money 1o
buy his own balloon.

“I was so blessed to have
so many great influences
fo help me,” he said.

The next milestone will be
getting his commercial pi-
lot's license, something he
hopes to do over the next
year.

Bradley said gefting the
next generatfion hooked
is something he and other
long-time pilots are working
on. His own children start-
ed flying when they were
young, with his son mak-
ing headlines for being the
world’s youngest pilof at 9.
“It's a wonderful opportu-
nity for them to get out and
do something that’s not sit-
ting in front of a TV screen
or in front of a computer
playing games,” he said.
“It's real-life experience out
here. It's a team-building
thing and it brings people
fogether.”

Bradley has flown with San-
chez on numerous occa-
sions.

“He's a really good pilot,”
Bradley said. “It's excifting
to see the new blood com-
ingin.”

inflating a hot air balloon in
Oct. 1, 2019.
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Sanchez is surrounded by
some of ballooning’s rock
stars, but he doesn’t feel
any pressure. To him, it's
a chance to gain more
knowledge.

Whether it's a question
about his bright yellow bal-
loon “Unity,” the science
behind flying or what it's
like floating above the city,
a big smile always pre-
cedes the answer.

“Just fry it,” Sanchez said.
“It definitely should be on
the bucket list."]



